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Read ‘setting the scene’



Expert tip- Summarise the text/Explore 
vocabulary

Write your answers in your book
Using key words and phrases- Write your own definitions in your books.
Key words: mass of ice/snow and rock/suddenly falls/crush/bury/
• What is an Avalanche?
An avalanche is a mass of ice, snow and rock that suddenly falls 
incredibly fast and cruses or buries things.
• What is an Avalanche Transceiver? 
Send out a signal for help when someone is buried/lost.

Read the last 2 sentences and explain why a skier might need to be 
tracked?
Skiers could get buried under snow in an avalanche.



Read page 17 and 18



Summarise the text- Write your answers 
in your book
• Summarise the main events so far.
Josh, Luke and Mr Ahmed were skiing and have been caught in an 
avalance.
• Did anything confuse you? Clarify your understanding of those words 

by looking up the definitions in a dictionary or on the internet.

• Challenge word- Find todays challenge word (ominous) and work out 
what it means. Create your own sentence using the challenge word.

It is an adjective that means ‘suggesting that something bad or 
threatening is going to happen’.

e.g. ‘The ominous black clouds were a sign that a storm was coming’

• Now read pages 20-21 using these tips (stop and check it makes 
sense, read it again and make connections through searching 
for clues) to help assist your understanding of difficult words.



Pages 20-21



Write your answers in your book

• How did Josh know he was digging in the correct place?

Because the avalanche transceiver has indicated that he is 
in the correct place.

• Using evidence from the text (words or phrases), how was 
Josh feeling?

e.g. I believe Josh was feeling desperate and worried 
because in the text it says he fell to his knees and 
desperately began to dig’ as well as mentioning ‘Josh dug 
quickly’.

• Find a word which shows that Josh was stunned.

Dazed







• How did all the rescuers arrive to help them?

By helicopter and snowmobile.

• Now identify and write down the important events of the 
story in sequence.

• Josh, Luke and Mr Ahmed travel down the ski slope for the 
last run of the day.

• An avalanche came speeding towards them.
• Josh wakes up alone and dazed on the mountain after being 

caught in the avalanche.
• After listening to his transciever he found Luke and Mr 

Ahmed.
• Josh waved his scarf to get the attention of the rescue 

helicopter.
• Josh travelled back down the mountain on the snow mobile.

Write your answers in your book



Write your answers in your book
• The characters in this story had a terrible experience, but they 

learned about how to survive. What are the essential things you 
need to do if you get caught in an avalanche?

• Using the expert tip: Summarise the text-What did Josh learn about 
how to survive an avalanche?

• Carve out air pockets in the snow
• Stick your hand up high
• Carry an avalanche transceiver
Look at page 23 on slide 12. 
• Why did they carve out an air pocket in the snow?
• Why would you stick your hand up high?
• Why would you carry an avalanche transceiver?
Carve out air pockets in the snow so you can breathe/Stick your hand 
up high so it is easier to find you/Carry an avalanche transceiver so 
that rescuers can locate you.


