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Monday: To be able to write an effective headline

Tuesday: Explain the difference between direct and 

reported speech

Wednesday: To record my ideas for a newspaper 

report

Thursday: To generate descriptive vocabulary and 

phrases

Friday: To plan and organise my ideas for a newspaper 

report.
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Grammar Warm Up



5

Grammar Warm Up
Answers
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To write effective 
headlines
Read through the newspaper 
article. Can you identify the 
features?
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In most newspaper 
reports, you can 
identify the following 
features.
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To be able to write an effective headline

HEADLINE
Newspapers use the headline 
to try to grab the readers’ 
attention. It might even use a 
pun, rhyme or alliteration. 
Which one of these catchy 
headlines makes you want to 
read more? What do you think 
the story may be behind the 
headline?

ROMAN COIN SURPRISE FOR MRS SHIP

BACK TO EARTH WITH A BUMP!

IT’S A BOY!

STRAY…SAVES THE DAY!
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Look at these headlines. 

Now think of better and 

catchier ways of writing 

them.
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Headline Task 1
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Headline Task 2
Read the stories and create 

the headlines.
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Grammar Warm Up
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Grammar Warm Up
Answers
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English Warm Up
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English Warm Up
Answers
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English Warm Up
Reading Focus
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Explain the difference between 
direct and reported speech



Using Speech within Writing

Within writing, there are two ways to narrate the words spoken by a character. 

These are called:

• direct speech

• indirect (or reported) speech

In a direct speech sentence, we would narrate Iggy’s spoken words like this:

“I bid you farewell Earthlings!” shouted Iggy from his spaceship.

If we were writing an indirect speech sentence, we would narrate Iggy’s spoken 

words like this:

From his spaceship, Iggy bid farewell to the Earthlings. 

I bid you 

farewell 

Earthlings!



Using Direct Speech

Let’s look carefully at the direct speech sentence. 

What do you notice?

I bid you 

farewell 

Earthlings!

“I bid you farewell Earthlings!” shouted Iggy from his spaceship.

The exact 

words of the 

speaker are 

enclosed in 

inverted 

commas 

(speech 

marks).

In direct 

speech, the 

exact words 

of the 

speaker are 

quoted with 

no change to 

their content 

or order. 

There is often a reporting clause to 

explain who said the speech. 

Sometimes the reporting clause 

can be extended with an adverb, 

subordinate clause or prepositional 

phrase to explain more about how, 

where or when the speech was 

said.  The reporting clause can 

appear before or after the spoken 

words themselves. 

The correct 

punctuation 

is used 

before the 

inverted 

commas 

close.



Using Indirect Speech

Now, let’s take a look at the indirect (reported) speech sentence.

How is it different to the direct speech sentence?

I bid you 

farewell 

Earthlings!

From his spaceship, Iggy bid farewell to the Earthlings.

In indirect 

speech, no 

inverted 

commas 

(speech marks) 

are used.

The actual words of the 

speaker are often changed. 

The spoken words need to be 

in the correct tense, extra 

words may need to be added 

and pronouns may need to 

be changed (e.g. I ➔ Iggy). 

There are no reporting 

clauses within indirect 

(reported) speech. However, 

an adverb or prepositional 

phrase to explain more about 

how, where or when the 

speech was said can be 

added if needed.



Are Inverted Commas Needed?

Look at these speech sentences. Are they examples of direct or indirect 

speech?

If they are examples of direct speech, where should we place inverted 

commas?

Kayla explained that she used to live in New York. 

This is an example of indirect 

speech and does not need inverted 

commas. The sentence is reporting 

what Kayla explained.



Are Inverted Commas Needed?

Look at these speech sentences. Are they examples of direct or indirect 

speech?

If they are examples of direct speech, where should we place inverted 

commas?
Watch out! screamed George as he launched the frisbee. 

This is an example of direct speech and 

does need inverted commas around the 

spoken words. Where should they go?

“ ”



Are Inverted Commas Needed?

Look at these speech sentences. Are they examples of direct or indirect 

speech?

If they are examples of direct speech, where should we place inverted 

commas?
Guthrum announced that they should charge towards to the village. 

This is an example of indirect speech and 

does not need inverted commas. The 

sentence is reporting what Guthrum 

announced. 



Are Inverted Commas Needed?

Look at these speech sentences. Are they examples of direct or indirect 

speech?

If they are examples of direct speech, where should we place inverted 

commas?
The doctor gently said, Open your mouth as wide as possible.

This is an example of direct speech 

and does need inverted commas 

around the spoken words. Where 

should they go?

“ ”



Spotting Direct
and

Indirect Speech
Can you spot an example of direct 

speech in this newspaper report?

Here is a passage of direct speech. It 

has inverted commas, other speech 

punctuation and a reporting clause. 

Can you spot an example of indirect 

speech in this newspaper report?

Here is a passage of indirect speech. It 

has no inverted commas or reporting 

clause. It tells the reader what Justin 

Gatlin promised his supporters. 



Changing Indirect Speech to 
Direct Speech

Do you remember this indirect speech sentence from earlier? Could you 

turn it into a direct speech sentence?

Guthrum announced that they should charge towards to the village. 

“We should charge towards the village!” announced Guthrum.

What has changed? Why?



Changing Direct Speech to 
indirect Speech

Now, can you do the opposite? Could you turn this direct speech sentence 

from earlier into a line of indirect speech?

The doctor gently said, “Open your mouth as wide as possible.” 

The doctor gently told the patient that he should open his mouth as wide 

as possible.

What has changed? Why?



Writing Direct and Indirect 
Speech Sentences

Look at this photograph. Can you invent both a direct and an indirect 

speech sentence based upon it?

Direct Speech

Example Sentences

“I want an ice cream!” shouted the angry 

little boy.

Indirect Speech

The angry little boy shouted that he 

wanted an ice cream.

Photo courtesy of Mindaugus Danys(@flickr.com) - granted under creative commons licence – attribution



Writing Direct and Indirect 
Speech Sentences

Look at this photograph. Can you invent both a direct and an indirect 

speech sentence based upon it?

Direct Speech

Example Sentences

The championship driver shrieked, “We won 

the race!”

Indirect Speech

The championship driver shrieked that they 

had won the race. 

Photo courtesy of Steven Harrell(@flickr.com) - granted under creative commons licence – attribution



Writing Direct and Indirect 
Speech Sentences

Look at this photograph. Can you invent both a direct and an indirect 

speech sentence based upon it?

Direct Speech

Example Sentences

“Say cheese, dad, ” pleaded the girl 

as she was taking the photograph.

Indirect Speech

As she was taking the 

photograph, the girl pleaded for 

her dad to say cheese. 

Photo courtesy of Michael Coghlan(@flickr.com) - granted under creative commons licence – attribution
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Task 1
Decide whether the following are examples of 

direct or reported speech.

Clouds

Moons

Stars
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Task 1
Decide whether the following are examples of 

direct or reported speech. ANSWERS

Clouds

Moons

Stars
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Task 2
Add any missing punctuation to the sentences 

containing direct speech. Record these into 

your book.

Clouds

Moons
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Task 2
Add any missing punctuation to the sentences 

containing direct speech. Record these into 

your book.

Stars
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Task 2
Add any missing punctuation to the sentences 

containing direct speech. ANSWERS

Clouds

Moons
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Task 2
Add any missing punctuation to the sentences 

containing direct speech. ANSWERS

Stars
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Task 3

Clouds: Change the direct speech in the 

sentences into reported/indirect speech. Record 

these into your book.Clouds

Moons

Moons: Change the reported 

speech in the sentences into direct 

speech. Record these into your 

book.
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Task 3
Stars: Change the reported speech 

in the sentences into direct speech. 

Record these into your book.

Stars
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Task 3

ANSWERS

Clouds

Moons
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Task 3

ANSWERS.

Stars
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Grammar Warm Up
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Grammar Warm Up
Answers
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English Warm Up
Reading Focus



46

English Warm Up
Reading Focus

ANSWER



Your task will be to write a newspaper 
report based on this event. Mr Mahal’s 
group has already seen the clip, but 
Mrs A-B’s has not.
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To  record my ideas for a newspaper report

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xcCGo0BAOIo

Watch the clip several times and 

make notes into your book. Use bullet 

points.  

- What has happened? 

- What can you see?

- How is Mr Bisbelis (the owner of the 

property) feeling? 

- Why are the emergency services at 

the scene?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xcCGo0BAOIo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xcCGo0BAOIo


Here are some notes to support you.
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To  record my ideas for a newspaper report

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xcCGo0BAOIo

• Australian man  - lucky escape after a car crashed 

through his wall in the middle of the night

• Man got out of bed to use his computer around 2 am

• He heard a massive bang, thought it was an 

earthquake

• Found a small red car in his bedroom, dust 

everywhere

• His bed was disintegrated beneath it – he would 

normally have been asleep

• Driver of car was rushed to hospital, minor injuries

• Firemen and police attended in case of further 

• When the car was removed, there was nothing left 

of his bedroom

• Incident occurred on Wednesday morning on the 

15th April 2020 (we will just make this up ☺)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xcCGo0BAOIo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xcCGo0BAOIo
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Grammar Warm Up
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Grammar Warm Up
Answers
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English Warm Up
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English Warm Up
ANSWER



When writing a newspaper article, it is 
important to include examples of figurative 
language. This will add atmosphere to your 
writing. Examples of figurative/descriptive 
language include:

- Expanded noun phrases (ENPs)

- Personification

- Similes

- Metaphors

- Alliteration

- Onomatopoeia 54

To generate descriptive vocabulary and phrases
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To generate descriptive vocabulary and phrases

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xcCGo0BAOIo

Watch the clip again and look

carefully at the pictures and describe

what you can see. See next slide for

success criteria and examples

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xcCGo0BAOIo
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To generate descriptive vocabulary and phrases

Debris/rubble blanketed the ground

Delicate cables were like cob-webs

Large, metal poles

Bricks clung helplessly

Noun phrase

Cracked, crumbling walls

Clouds

Adjectives

Expanded noun phrases

Similes

Moons

Adjectives

Expanded noun phrases

Similes

Personification

Stars

Adjectives

Expanded noun phrases

Similes

Alliteration

Metaphors

Personification

Success Criteria
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Grammar Warm Up
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Grammar Warm Up
Answers
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English Warm Up



61

English Warm Up
ANSWER



To plan and organise my ideas 
for a newspaper report

62

• Today’s focus will be on
planning your newspaper
report/article.

• You will use some of the
information that you have
gathered already to
support you.
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To plan and organise my ideas 
for a newspaper report

Use this plan to help ‘map’ out 

your newspaper report/article. A 

copy of this will be available to 

print (see the blog)
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To plan and organise my ideas 
for a newspaper report

Short, snappy headline

Conclusion. Summarise what has 

happened and also add a 

rhetorical question.

Think of some amazing 

vocabulary/synonyms that you 

could include. Use a 

thesaurus.

Include a direct quote from Mr 

Bisbelis. What did he say and what 

was he doing when he said it?

Introductions are brief 

but important. Include 

who was involved, 

what had happened 

and where.

The article will be 

written in 

paragraphs and in 

sequence. See next 

slide for some 

guidance.

Think of a caption to grab the 

readers’ interest such as: Car 

finds an unusual parking 

space!

Reported speech could be used to 

show what the emergency services 

or locals could be thinking.
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Use the information to 
help plan your newspaper 
report.

Introduction. Who was involved? What 
happened? Where did the event take place? 
When the event happened?

Next paragraph. What was Mr Bisbelis doing at 
the time of the incident? What happened next? 
What did he say?

Next paragraph. Mr Bisbelis inspects what has 
happened. Describe what his bedroom looked 
like.

Next paragraph. After the incident, Mr Bisbelis
calls the emergency services. What did they do? 
What do you think they said?

Conclusion. This is where you summarise it. 
What do you think happened to the driver of the 
car? What must the locals be thinking? Put in a 
reported speech.




