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5 daily English tasks



Day 1 

Today, we will be reading more of the story to learn about 
Bertie. 

Read chapter 8, called “and all is well” over the next few pages.

Why not listen along as you read the chapter on the following 
pages? Click the link below to access the audio.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ku42Yt6YB4w

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ku42Yt6YB4w


Top tip:

If you read any 

words you don’t 

understand, please 

ask someone, or 

research online 

what it means!



Challenge: 

Why do you 

think the 

children were 

worried about 

someone 

finding their 

letters?









Day 1 – Task

Answer the questions about chapter 8 and record this into your books. 
Don’t forget to look back through the text to support you.

1. In this chapter we find out the name of the old lady. What is it?

2. Where are Millie and Bertie going after their last summer

term together?

3. What does Bertie give to Millie to remember him by?

Challenge

Research about what it was like for soldiers in World War 1 and record 

this into your book.  Use the following link to help.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zqhyb9q/articles/z8sssbk

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zqhyb9q/articles/z8sssbk




Day 2

As this will be our final week looking at the “Butterfly Lion”, we will 
be planning and writing our end unit diary entries from Bertie’s point 
of view.

Over the next two days, we will need to read through a few chapters 
to gather information to help with writing our diary entries. 



Day 2 
Task - read and listen to the next chapter. Record information about the 
following (we will need this for our diary entries!):

Key events - what does Bertie do? What happens to him?

Key emotions and feelings – how does he feel throughout the chapter?

There is 1 document that you will 

need to complete this activity  

(look on the Year 4 blog. Look for 

the links below the English PPT).

• “Day 2 ideas” (you will need 

both pages)”



Listen along by 
clicking on the link 
below:

https://www.youtube
.com/watch?v=Zw7_u
GmlO2g

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zw7_uGmlO2g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zw7_uGmlO2g














Day 3 
Task - read and listen to the next chapter. Like with yesterday, record 
information about:

Key events - what does Bertie do? What does he discover?

Key emotions and feelings – how does he feel throughout the chapter?

There is 1 document that you will 

need to complete this activity 

(look on the Year 4 blog. Look for 

the links below the English PPT).

• “Day 3 ideas” (you will need 

both pages)



Click the link below to 
listen along to the 
chapter:

https://www.youtu

be.com/watch?v=y

GbreKbHoQ4

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yGbreKbHoQ4












Day 4

Today, we will be using our notes that we have collected over 
the last two chapters to plan a diary entry from Bertie’s 
perspective. 

On the next page, let’s recap which features are needed in a 
diary entry. 



What will I need to include in a diary entry?

- Retell important events

- Include feelings and emotions about these events

- Written in chronological order (time order)

- Write in the first person (I / we) 

- Write in the past tense (Yesterday evening, I saw / heard)

- Include time adverbials at the beginning of sentences

Challenge 
- Include apostrophes to show possession (Bertie’s hands) and 
omission (don’t)



Day 4
Task – Use your notes from lesson 2 and 3 to plan your diary entry. 
We will be planning 2 different entries (each one from a different 
moment in Bertie’s life).

Entry 1 
Based on Lesson 2 notes when Bertie was a soldier.
- Pretend that you are writing it one evening, after a bad day
- What happened?  How did you feel? 

Entry 2
Based on Lesson 3 notes when Bertie left the hospital and found the 
white lion. 
- Write it the evening after finding the lion. 
- Recount what happened? How did you feel? 





Day 5 

Today we will be writing our final 
diary entries about the 
“Butterfly Lion”. 

Before starting, let’s take a look 
at what features we will need to 
include in our diary. 



What will I need to include in a diary entry?

- Retell important events

- Include feelings and emotions about these events

- Written in chronological order (time order)

- Write in the first person (I / we) 

- Write in the past tense (Yesterday evening, I saw / heard)

- Include time adverbials at the beginning of sentences

Challenge 
- Include apostrophes to show possession (Bertie’s hands) and 
omission (don’t)



Day 5 – Mr P’s example – entry 1

4th January 1918

Today was the most horrifying day of my life. I don’t know how I’m still here…

Like every other day, we were ordered to wake and ready ourselves for yet another 

German attack. I was on watch to begin with. Every inch of my body ached from 

the cold, but I had to stay focused on “no-mans land”. Only yesterday, Tim had 

been killed from a single round from a sniper. I was determined that wouldn’t 

happen to me. The minute hand on Tim’s watch crawled ever so slowly by. The 

unnerving silence filled me with terror as I knew something bad was about to 

happen. That was when all hell broke loose. 

Date at the top 

(this way I can 

write different 

entries over 

multiple days).

Feelings and 

emotions (try to 

“show, not tell” 

feelings, like the 

2nd example)

Time adverbials 

Apostrophe!



Day 5 – Mr P’s example – 2nd entry

12th April 1918

This morning, I finally had the chance to introduce Millie to 

the lion. 

It all started when Millie insisted on taking me out. She 

insisted that the “fresh air” would be good for me. I really 

don’t know what I would do without her. 

At first, _____________



Day 5

Task:
Use your plan to write two entries for your diary.

Make sure you explain the key events and how it made you feel!

Clouds
Just write one of the 
diary entries (either the 
first or second).

Use my sentence openings to help you 

get started.

Don’t forget to include the date at 

the top of each diary entry. 





Now it’s time to enjoy the weekend! 

We are so proud of all of the hard work you are 
putting in at home. We are looking forward to 
seeing some of your work, so please send 
some as an email to your teacher. 

Keep working hard. We believe in you!


