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Activities included in this PowerPoint
Included in this PowerPoint are a selection of comprehension activities in the style that we would usually use in 
school. There are enough activities for 2 weeks (10 days) of learning if you wish to use them. All activities can be 
completed in your child’s exercise book. Activities can be completed with or without adult support.   

Each activity is based on some of the following reading skills:

Decode: Give / explain the meaning of words in context.

Retrieve: Retrieve and record information / identify key details from fiction and non-fiction

Summarise: Summarise main ideas from more than one paragraph

Infer: Make inferences from the text / explain and justify inferences with evidence from the text

Predict: Predict what might happen from details stated and implied

Meaning: Identify / explain how information /narrative content is related and contributes to meaning as a whole

Language: Identify / explain how a meaning is enhanced through choice of words and phrases

Compare: Make comparisons within the text



Activity One
Discuss the following questions: 

What is happening here?

Do you think the boy knows what 
lurks beneath the surface?

What do you think he can see/hear?

What is the crocodile’s character 
like?

What will happen next?



Activity One
Record what you think will happen next, in your 
explanations you need to include detail about who the 
two characters are, what their personalities are like and 
how this impacts what happens next. Try to use evidence 
from the picture in your explanation!

E.g. I think the boy will pull hard on the fishing line and 
will begin to wonder what is beneath the surface. The boy 
looks inquisitive, so he will look into the pond eagerly but 
when he sees the crocodile he will panic and slip off the 
rock into the water. When the crocodile, who looks a little 
mischievous, sees the boy he will pull a cunning smile…



Activity Two
Discuss the following questions:

What can you see?

Who is the character? 

What is she holding in her hand? 

Where does the door lead? 

Does she belong in the forest or 
in the world beyond the door?



Activity Two

Where does the door lead?

Now draw what you think is 
beyond the door and label 
your picture with your 
inferences. 



Activity Three 
Discuss the following questions:

What is happening here?

Who are the characters? Who is the 
good and who is the bad character?

What do you think the creatures are 
dreaming of?

Why is the boy hiding behind the 
tree?

What will happen next?



Activity Three 
Record what you think will happen 
next. 

In your explanation you need to 
include detail about who the three 
characters are, what their 
personalities are like and how this 
impacts what happens next. 

You should try to support your 
predictions/inferences with 
evidence from the picture, being as 
imaginative as possible!



Activity Four
Discuss the following questions:

What is happening here?

Who are these characters?

Where are they?

Why are the bales floating?

What are these characters thinking 
and feeling?

What will happen next?



Activity Four

Now record what you think 
will happen next.

Try to include the characters 
thoughts in the prediction if 
you can. As always, you can 
be as imaginative as 
possible!



Activity Five

Read the passage on the next slide (or ask a grown-up to read it to you!)

Consider the question: 

Would you like to own this diamond? 



Activity Five - The Curse of the Calcutta 
Diamond 

“Ladies and gentlemen, put your hands together for the biggest diamond you have ever seen, the world 
famous Calcutta Diamond.” From the day it was found in 1934, bad luck had followed the diamond 
everywhere it went. Mrs Masood, who first spotted the diamond in a river when washing her clothes, was 
eaten by a crocodile. Then Mr Gates, the American who bought it from her, walked under a yellow New York 
cab. And its last owner, Mrs Peacock, fell off her horse and broke her neck. It was because of this that the 
diamond was now up for sale. 

The people clapped and cheered. They took photographs and the flashes of light made the diamond sparkle 
even more.

Rachael Langley was the best private detective around and she knew something was wrong. Pushing to the 
front of the crowd she tried to reach the diamond before it was too late. She picked up her radio: 

‘Matthew, don’t let them get too close!’ The young and the old, the tall and the short, all pushed forward, 
trying hard to get a closer look. Children weaved in and out of legs like tiny bugs crawling through a forest. 
Suddenly the lights went out and Rachael Langley, along with everyone else in the museum, was thrown into 
darkness. A woman screamed and a man shouted at people to stop pushing. Then, just as quickly as they 
had gone out, the lights came back on again. 

Everybody stopped and stared – silence! The red velvet cushion which the diamond had been sitting on was 
empty. The diamond had gone!



Activity Five
Record your thoughts, using the sentence starter:

I would/ would not like to own this diamond because… 

Then discuss where the diamond is now? Who has stolen the diamond?

After, record your thoughts again using the sentence starter:

I think _______________ stole the diamond. I think _____________ stole 
the diamond because…



Activity Six
Read the passage from Activity 5 again and then discuss:

What is going to happen next?

You are now going to elaborate on your ideas and begin to make predictions about what will 
happen next in the story.

You should plot the rest of the story on a story map. The story map provided on the next slide 
contains pictures that plot the story so far. Ensure you understood this before you continue with 
your pictures to match your predictions. See slide 17 for an example. 



Activity Six



Activity Six

Example: 

In my example, Matthew, a 
detective from the story runs out 
with the diamond, panicking. He 
then accidentally drops it down a 
drain. The diamond begins it’s 
journey through the sewer system 
to curse another person. 
Meanwhile, Matthew is arrested!

Do as many drawings as you like!



Activity Seven
Read the passage on the next slide (or ask a grown-up to read it to you!)

Consider the questions: 

Who are the main characters?

What do they look like?



Activity Seven



Activity Seven

You should now draw the characters Blackberry and Pippin.

Once you have drawn them, write a sentence to explain why you chose to draw 
Blackberry and Pippin in this way. 

Try to use evidence from the text to support your inferences. E.g. I have drawn 
Blackberry and Pippin like this because in the text it says …….

You could even ask an adult to draw the characters too, and then compare your 
drawings! 



Activity Eight
You could start by re-reading the passage from activity seven again. 

After, either discuss the following questions or record your answers in your book:

Where do you think the story is set?

What animal do you think is chasing Pippin and Blackberry? How do you know?

How do we know Pippin is scared/upset?

Do you think the grass Pippin wants to hide in is long or short? How do you know?

Do you think the “beast” that is chasing them is hungry? How do you know?

Do you think the “beast” has small or large eyes? What evidence in the text tells you this?

What does zigzag mean? Why did the animals do this, rather than just running in a straight line?

Why is the word “Hurry” written in capital letters?

Does the story have a happy ending? How do you know?

What lesson does this passage teach us? Do you think the character’s learnt their lesson?



Activity Nine

Discuss the following questions:

Where did the UFO come from?

Who – or what – is controlling it?

Why are they taking the tricycle?

Who does the tricycle belong to?

Why was the child here alone?

How is the child feeling?

What will happen next?



Activity Nine
Now write a short diary entry imagining that 
you are either the child in the photograph or 
the parent of the child.

You should consider their answers to the 
questions on the previous slide in forming 
your response, and as always use your 
imagination! 

Remember, a diary entry is always in first 
person (I, me, we) and should always include 
thoughts and feelings. 



Activity Ten
This character’s name is Cliff.  Who do you think he is?

Discuss the following questions:

What would you say to him? What might he say to you?

What is Cliff like (his personality, his voice, his behaviour)?

What does Cliff enjoy doing? Does he like to travel? Does he 
have any friends?

Has Cliff changed over time?/How was Cliff created?

What events has Cliff seen?

Why is Cliff a good name for this character?



Activity Ten
You should now create a character profile 
for Cliff, using the template provided 
named “character profile”. You can print 
this profile if possible or create your own!

If you wish, you could then create and 
illustrate another character following this 
theme? (e.g. a girl named ‘River’, a lady 
named ‘Willow’…)



If you would like more resources, we would recommend that you continue to access fiction express and 
other suggested websites that contain books and reading activities that were suggested in the last pack. 
We have listed these websites again below for your information. Reading with/to your child is also 
recommended. 

https://en.fictionexpress.com/

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/7-11-years/reading

https://worldbook.kitaboo.com/reader/worldbook/index.html?usertoken=Mjk5MzQ6MTpJUjA5MjAxNjoyO
mNsaWVudDE2OTc6MTY5NzoyMjE2Mjg4OjE6MTU4NDM4MDExMzA2Mjp1cw==

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home

http://oareadathon.ctml2.com/oa_readathonlz//lz.aspx?p1=MMcDU1MDMwMTFTMTcxMToyMUM4MTg4
MTY2Q0FCQkVBODU3NTkzMTNDQTI4MDQ3Mw==-&CC=&p=0

https://en.fictionexpress.com/
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/7-11-years/reading
https://worldbook.kitaboo.com/reader/worldbook/index.html?usertoken=Mjk5MzQ6MTpJUjA5MjAxNjoyOmNsaWVudDE2OTc6MTY5NzoyMjE2Mjg4OjE6MTU4NDM4MDExMzA2Mjp1cw==
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home
http://oareadathon.ctml2.com/oa_readathonlz/lz.aspx?p1=MMcDU1MDMwMTFTMTcxMToyMUM4MTg4MTY2Q0FCQkVBODU3NTkzMTNDQTI4MDQ3Mw==-&CC=&p=0

