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Friday 22nd May 2020 

 

Dear Parents and Carers  
 

This letter is following on from my previous letter with regard to the government published guidance about 

schools planning to welcome more children back, starting with Reception, Year 1 and Year 6. only 

Originally, the Government asked us to try to plan to open on 1St June if possible. However, this is a 

Government directive and we cannot open until they have made a decision. 

 

 For this to begin is as soon as it is safe, but this is only if certain conditions are met (e.g. concerning health 

data and the current “R” value). The government will be reviewing the data and continually issue schools 

with further guidance. They will make an announcement at the end of next week, as to whether these 

conditions have been met and schools are to open. (Announcement 28th or 29th May). 

 

We do have a clear plan and risk assessment, which has to be passed by the Governing Body, Unions and 

the Local Authority. We are all eager for school to open, but only if it is as safe as it can possibly be.  

 

We appreciate you will have lots of questions and concerns and, like us, are frustrated at not knowing when 

the start date actually is. Please can we ask you to be patient with us until we can give you more 

information. As soon as we know, we will send information to you via email and on the website.  

 

School is closed to ALL pupils on Friday 29th May and Monday 1st June, to enable us to do safety 

checks and ensure everything is in place to enable the school site to be as safe as it can be, and staff to be 

as prepared as they can be to keep your children safe. We have had to rearrange the classrooms, remove 

furniture and purchase new equipment such as hand sanitiser machines in every room, social distancing 

markers, new stationery and play equipment etc. to allow us to keep your children as safe as possible. 

 

Information as it stands so far 

To keep numbers in classes small, (8-10 children) the provision may not be every day. We are looking to 

start with Reception  as we know it will be very challenging for them to return to school, and that it will be 

a totally different experience for them compared to what they have been used to, as they may not be with 

all of their friends or have the same teacher. We are also looking to start with Y6, as they will be using a 

different entrance. Reception, Y1 and Y6 will all be in by the end of the first week back, whenever that is.  

 

1. The normal school hours can not be adhered to as we need to stagger entry and exit of school to 

cater for all children from Reception, Year 1 and 6, who may attend.  

2. To allow social distancing, we are trying to place only 8-10 children in a class. This means that it is 

unlikely your child will be with their original class teacher. 

3. The children will only socialise with the children in their small group (known as a Bubble) and 

social distancing will be adhered to where possible.  



 

 

4. The start and end of the days will need to be staggered to enable us to ensure social distancing 

outside and on the school site. Some children will be asked to enter from Forfield Rd and some 

from Southbank. 

5. For safety reasons, parents will not be allowed on school site. 

6. Your child will need to bring a packed lunch, to avoid any unnecessary touching of food by others. 

7. Your child will remain in one classroom in the school with access to outdoors. We will be keeping 

them outside as much as possible if weather permits.  

8. The learning in school will be the same as the home learning packs; initially the majority of time in 

school will be based on health and well-being and not academic. 

9. Teachers who are not able to come into school on medical grounds will continue to support home 

learning. In Year 6 Mrs AB and Mr Mahal will support home learning for those parents who do not 

wish to take up a place. 

10. If you decide not to take up a place there will not be a fine or any repercussions from school or the 

Local Authority.  

 

I am so sorry that I cannot be more specific, but promise that as soon as we know more we will inform 

you.  

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Jayne Ellis (Headteacher) 


