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Maths Quest – Year 5 
 

 

Mexico and the 
Mayans 

Number Challenges 
 
A Mayan Month was about 20 days, so how many 
months old would you be according to a Mayan system. 
 
Explore the Mayan (base 20) system. Challenge the 
children to write 55 or 78 using the Mayan Counting 
system. Extend the children by looking at number 
beyond 100. 
 

Calculation Challenges 
 
Chichen Itza is a famous Mayan structure. Each face of 
the pyramid has 91 steps. How many steps are there if 
you went up and down each face? 
 
The Mayan civilisation was about 2600 BC, how long 
ago was this? 
 
Pascal the Great reigned from around July 615 to 
August 683. How many years is this? Months? 
 

Movement and Position 
Challenges 

 
Explore Mayan art and investigate lines of symmetry e.g. 
look at jewellery designs and identify symmetry within 
the pattern. 
 
Explore Mayan pattern and identify translation within 
designs. Identify examples of shapes being translated 
and examples of reflection or rotation. 
 

Measurement Challenges 
 
The Pyramid of the Magician is 115 feet. How many 
metres is this? How many cm is this? 
 
If one triangular face of a pyramid is 60 feet tall and 20 
feet wide. What it the area of the face? 
 
The Great Ball Court was 551 feet long and 230 feet 
wide. What is the area of the court? 

Fraction Challenges 
 
Over 1.2 million people visit Chichen Itza every 
year. If this number were to decrease by 30%, 
how many visitors would visit this famous site? 
What about a 45% decrease in the number of 
visitors? 

 

 

Data Challenges 
 
Identify ‘known’ length of reign of Mayan rulers. Present 
information in a chart in order. Write questions for other 
children to answer e.g. how much longer did ‘x’ reign 
than ‘x’? 

Shape Challenges 
 
Design and construct a pyramid (developing work on 
nets of 3D shapes) 
 
Investigate angle in Mayan pyramids using images and 
photographs – explore the angles of different Mayan 
structures. 

  

 


