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1st March 2021 

 

Dear Parents/Carers  

   

I am delighted to be sharing that school will be open to all pupils on Monday March 8th. This 

could not have come sooner. I am sure there is much excitement from the 

children about returning and being reunited with their friends and teachers at school. I am also 

quite sure several of you breathed a sigh of relief and displayed much excitement too! As 

this lockdown comes to an end, I want to thank all our staff and pupils for their hard work and 

determination during this period of remote learning. I also want to extend our sincere 

appreciation to all of you for your concerted effort and support during this challenging time. 

You have all done an incredible job!  

   

Return to school 8th March  

   

The Government guidance for primary schools has not changed significantly since the 

Autumn Term. There is still the need for children to remain in their bubbles, the requirement 

for social distancing, vigilant hand washing, cleaning, ventilation in school and the need for 

staff to use face coverings in communal areas. For children this is down to personal choice.  

   

Further details can be found here: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-

and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-school 

ls-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/what-parents-need-to-know-about-

early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-covid-19  

   

An updated risk assessment will be available for you to view on the school website and a 

Health and Safety Inspector from the local Authority will be coming to carry out an 

inspection of our safety measures on the Friday, ready for full opening on Monday March 

8th.   

  

One thing we all need to be mindful of as a school community is that we remain vigilant in 

the fight to stop the virus. It is great that we have been given the go ahead for schools to 

reopen however precautionary measures are still required, moving forward.  

  

Therefore, we will continuing with our staggered start and departure. As before all children 

whose surname falls between the letters A to F will arrive at school between 8.30am and 

8.40am. Families whose surname begins with the letters G to M will arrive between 8.40am 

and 8.50am and finally parents with surnames beginning with letters N to Z will arrive 

between 8.50am and 9.00am. Can I please ask you to arrive on time, wearing a mask, 

socially distance 2m when moving around the school grounds; particularly down the path 

from the Southbank entrance not over taking and keeping to the left hand side of the path. 
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At the end of the day the same system will apply with parents whose surname falls between 

letters A to F collecting at 2.50pm to 3.00pm, letters G to M will collect between 3.00pm to 

3.10pm and finally letters N to Z collecting between 3.10pm to 3.20pm. Again we ask that 

you make your way round to exterior classroom doors and wait at the 2m marker. As 

additional parents arrive can you please socially distance yourselves from other parents 

waiting and as soon as you have collected your child quickly depart school site to avoid 

congestion with the next group of parents.  

 

Nursery parents your timings will stay as normal and you will use the Nursery entrance for 

both morning and afternoon sessions, thank you. 

  

On the first day back during Assembly I will be welcoming the children back, reassuring and 

sharing specific information outlined in our Risk Assessment. Both Mr Scott and I will also 

be on the playground first thing to greet children and families too.  

   

To support your child’s academic and pastoral needs when they return for the first 

week we will be participating in a whole school, fun, hands on ‘Science Week’ focusing on 

the theme ‘Innovating for the future’. We want to generate excitement and enthusiasm for 

our Curriculum and learning alongside working with friends and re-establishing 

relationships in a fun context. At break time, there will also be a selection of playground 

games marked on the playgrounds for them to enjoy with friends and brightly painted 

friendship benches for them to sit and chat ensuring returning to school is not a daunting 

experience. 

  

For your child’s mental health and well-being, mindfulness activities will be incorporated into 

our Curriculum providing the opportunity to talk about their experiences and concerns during 

lockdown.  

  

Class teachers will also be informally assessing your child over the first 4 weeks back and we 

will be adjusting the curriculum to support their needs. Mrs Cheshire (Inclusion Manager) and 

our Inclusion team will also play a key role in supporting the specific needs as identified by 

Class teachers. This will be a partnership and Parents Evening will be an opportunity for you 

too, to share your child’s experience of lockdown, work they managed, gaps in learning 

and mental health, so we can create a full overview for each of our pupils. I have also attached 

a parent questionnaire for information to be shared too around this experience. Thank you.   

  

For the Summer Term we are hoping to have an accurate baseline for all children to move 

forwards with our Curriculum. We will be using this to make our judgements on the necessary 

adjustments which need to be made. This will not be a quick fix with at least 18months 

closing gaps and introducing new learning. We will also be offering ‘catch up’ classes, after 

school for those pupils identified with gaps in core learning.   

  

I believe a sense of calm and the establishment of clear routines will be important for each 

child in achieving this. In addition to this we will also be focussing on ‘handwriting’ ensuring 

pupils have a correct pencil/pen grip and providing opportunity to practice correct formation 

of letters and our high expectation for a neat cursive script. 

 

As always we will continue to promote ‘Reading’ and ask that you regularly read with your 

child at home. 

 
 

Further details for our return can be viewed on the attached PowerPoint.   

 

For those pupils in 5 HA-B Mrs Auton-Budds unfortunately is still having to shield however 

Mr Roach, an exceptional teacher, who is known to all of the children and works closely with 

the school, will be covering throughout this duration. We hope Mrs Auton-Budds will be able 

to join us soon.    

 



Once again, I thank you for your continued support through these challenging and am really 

looking forward to welcoming the children and yourselves back on the 8th March. 

 

Yours Sincerely 

 

Natasha Maude 

Headteacher  

   

   

  

  

  

  
 


