
Roman roads and Aqueducts.

WALT: 
1. Why were roads and aqueducts so important 
to the Roman Empire?
2. How were these roads and aqueducts built.
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All roads lead to ...



http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/roman-roads/11751.html

http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/roman-roads/11751.html


Roman Roads worksheet.
Complete questions 1 & 2 
now!



The growth of Roman roads in Britain.





Near 
Croydon?

A couple of 
major 
routes that 
led to 
Londinium.



Major Roman 
roads include;
• Watling Street
• Stane Street
• Ermine Way
• Akeman Street
• Fosse Way



An old 
Roman 
road route 
from the 
air.



Modern 
roads 
have 
often 
been 
built over 
the 
original 
Roman 
road.



How it might have originally looked.



 

What 

can we

spot?



A cross-section 
of a typical 
Roman road.





http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/transport-roman-roads-in-ancient-

britain/5276.html

http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/transport-roman-roads-in-ancient-britain/5276.html


Roman Roads worksheet.

Complete question 3 now!



What is 

this?

and

What is its 

modern 

equivalent?

Star question!



A bridge in Yorkshire, Britain that still has parts 
of the original Roman construction.



Inverted 
syphon

Underground 
tunnels

Aqueduct



Segovia in Spain: This aqueduct was built centuries ago to bring 
water into the city from a spring over 9 miles away.





Originally built without concrete, just held together by 
pressure and precision engineering.



The Roman aqueducts relied mainly 

upon gravity for their operation. They 

were built at ground level and 

underground where possible, with a 

very gradual slope of 1/200 or less. 

When large valleys had to be 

crossed, they constructed arcades, or 

arched bridges, to maintain the 

desired height for the water. 



One of the more interesting features of 

Roman aqueducts was the occasional 

use of inverted siphons to cross low 

points. An inverted siphon consisted of a 

closed pipe laid along the valley floor. 

Because the water at one end of the pipe 

was at a higher elevation than the water 

at the other end, a pressure difference 

forced the water through the pipe to the 

lower end, enabling the flow to continue 

uninterrupted, and relieving the need to 

build an arcade. 



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oTMrfyAt6Mo&feature=related

How did this technology 
work?

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oTMrfyAt6Mo&feature=related

