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Thursday September 3rd 2020 

 

 

Dear Parents 

 

I hope you are all well and thank you once again for your support with the children’s online 

learning. It has been really good to welcome the children back into school, to see their smiley 

faces and catch up on all their news. We are reminded once again how vibrant a place our 

school is and are looking forward to getting back to some normality. 

 

The experience of the global pandemic, subsequent lockdown and social isolation is an 

unprecedented event, which has affected us all. None of us are returning back to what we 

were used to. Because of this, I want to reassure you that our main priority for us as a school 

will be to focus on ‘recovery’ and ‘transition’ this process will apply equally to children, 

families and staff. For all of us there have been significant losses: freedom, choice, structure, 

control and social interaction. Alongside this children are very likely to have experienced an 

increase in uncertainty, stress, feeling anxious themselves and absorbing the anxieties of 

others around them. We are very aware that many of our pupils will have gaps in their 

knowledge and understanding after such an extended period of remote learning and therefore 

as a school we need to ensure that all of our pupils are given the catch up support needed to 

make substantial progress by the end of the academic year.  

 

On Tuesday, as part of our Inset we planned how this was going to look at Coundon Primary. 

Initially we will begin with emotional and pastoral support, teachers will support with the 

rebuilding of friendships and social engagement. We will be providing plenty of opportunities 

for children to have a ‘voice’ and share their experiences of school closure and express their 

feelings. Our learning mentors and Inclusion Manager, alongside our able Inclusion Team 

will be ready to support those pupils who require additional support to improve their physical 

and mental wellbeing. We will be reassuring children that any loss of learning is understood 

by teachers and we will be helping them to address these gaps. 

 

Following on from this we will be introducing ‘learning and how to learn’ building the 

children’s confidence as learners, so they are secure in ‘having a go.’ 

 

We will be teaching an ambitious and broad curriculum in all subjects from the start of the 

autumn term but we will be making time to cover the most important missed content and 

addressing the gaps in children’s knowledge and skills. Teaching time will be prioritised to 

address significant gaps with the aim of returning to the school’s normal curriculum content 

by summer 2021. Teachers will make effective use of regular formative assessment and 

curriculum planning will be informed by the assessment of pupils starting points and 

addressing the gaps. We will also look at cross curricular teaching to consider how all 

subjects can contribute to the filling of gaps in core knowledge, for example through an 

emphasis on Reading. 
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For children in Nursery, teachers will focus on the prime areas of learning, including 

communication and language, personal, social and emotional development (PSED) and 

physical development. 

 

For pupils in Reception teachers will also assess and address gaps in language, early reading 

and mathematics, particularly ensuring children’s acquisition of phonic knowledge and 

extending their vocabulary. 

 

For pupils in KS1 & KS2 teachers will prioritise identifying gaps and re-establishing good 

progress in the essentials (phonics and reading, increasing vocabulary, writing and 

mathematics) identifying opportunities across the curriculum so pupils read widely, and 

develop their knowledge and vocabulary. 

 

We will also be utilising the Government ‘catch up’ funding to set up interventions to help all 

pupils make up for lost teaching time, with extra support for those who need it most.  

 

Our second priority, which supports priority one very well is ‘To fully implement the 

‘Thrive’ approach across the whole school.’  Thrive is a program which supports the 

emotional and social development of children. Throughout the year staff will develop their 

understanding in the three areas that underpin this approach: attachment, neuroscience and 

child development. We will be exploring how arts, craft and play can be used to support the 

social, emotional and the relational development of children. The approach will also deepen 

our understanding on why children may present with more challenging anxieties and 

behaviours in order to be empathetic and to build relationships.  

 

Finally our third priority will be ‘To continue to raise attainment in Maths, ensuring pupils 

have a secure grasp of the mathematical concepts being taught.’ Following on from our recent 

Ofsted it was felt that sometimes teachers move pupils on too quickly in their Maths learning. 

Therefore we need to ensure all children have a secure understanding of the basics in order to 

complete more complex calculations accurately. Our Teacher day yesterday addressed 

concrete, pictorial and abstract methods of mathematical teaching so children have extended 

opportunities to ‘see the Maths’ which deepens their mathematical understanding. We are all 

looking forward to trying out some of these strategies with the children.  

 

So to summarise our three whole school priorities for 2020 to 2021 will be: 

 

Priority 1: To implement a ‘Recovery’ Curriculum which closes the gaps in attainment 

and ensures the well-being of everyone in school 

 

Priority 2: To fully implement the ‘Thrive’ approach across the whole school 

 

Priority 3: To continue to raise attainment in Mathematics, ensuring pupils have a 

secure grasp of the Mathematical concepts being taught.   
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As you know we are continuing to follow the Government Guidelines to reopen safely and are 

currently staggering start and end times to ensure we can reopen safely. There will be an 

enhanced cleaning regime and robust handwashing and respiratory hygiene arrangements put 

in place. Rooms will be well ventilated and we will be outside where it makes sense to be so. 

 

Our school is organised around Class bubbles. This will enable us deliver the curriculum 

shared whilst keeping everyone as safe as possible. A detailed re-opening Risk Assessment 

can be viewed on the school website. 

 

Despite the strange times to be commencing my Headship, I am really excited to be 

continuing on my journey with your children and indeed yourselves, who I have got to know 

very well over the years. We have a strong team of staff and together, we will continue to 

improve and ensure your children can be the best they can. 

 

 

Yours Sincerely 

 

 

 

 

 

Natasha Maude 

Headteacher 


