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Phonics and Early Reading: A note to parents
If your child did not pass the Phonics Screening Test at the end of Year 1 or still finds Reading 
challenging, then your child will benefit from this Phonics Power Point rather than the Guided 
Reading Power Point. 

On this Power Point, you will find phonics mats with the digraphs and trigraphs that children 
should recognise by sight; please continue to practice quick recall of these and encourage your 
child to spot these in words too. The Tricky Word Mats are also included for the children to 
practise reading quickly by sight and for spelling.

There are 6 tasks set; how you do these is up to you. You may want to do one a day, although some 
are short tasks or games so you may want to do more than one a day. You may want to do a few 
daily. Repetition of these key skills is key to developing early reading and writing skills so it really 
doesn’t matter how you decided to do them. 

In addition to tasks set, your child may enjoy playing more games on Phonics Play. Other useful 
websites that will support your child’s reading development are: 
Alphablocks; https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/shows/alphablocks

Topmarks phonics https://www.topmarks.co.uk/Search.aspx?q=phonics

Tricky word songs (Youtube) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TvMyssfAUx0

Mr Thorne Does Phonics (videos) https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7sW4j8p7k9D_qRRMUsGqyw

https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/shows/alphablocks
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/Search.aspx?q=phonics
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TvMyssfAUx0
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7sW4j8p7k9D_qRRMUsGqyw








Task 1: How many of these words can you 
read and spell correctly? 



Tricky words!
Practise reading and writing your tricky words:

See PhonicsPlay website.

- Click on Parents section

- Interactive resources

- Tricky word trucks

- Now choose a different game that you would like to play on PhonicsPlay. 

Task 2:



Reading
Practise reading the Phase 4 interactive story
‘What did you put in my lunchbox?’ This is great for 
practising blending skills.

See Phonicsplay website.

- Click on Parents section

- Interactive resources

- Phase 4

- Interactive story: What did you put in my lunchbox? 

Task 3:



Play a game of Quick Write. Adult to call out a digraph (2 letters -1 sound) from the phase 3 or phase 5 
Phoneme mats and the child has to see how quickly they can record the graphemes (letters) that create 
that sound.  You could time your child – eg. How many can you write down correctly in 1 minute?  They 
can see if they can beat their score each day! 

Task 4: Quick Write 

Read the caption below aloud to your child. Get them to repeat the caption 3 times (counting the 
words on their fingers before recording in their exercise book. Remind them to begin with a capital 
letter, sit words correctly on the lines, leave spaces between words and end with a full stop.   

1. I went to the shop.
2. The girl had a pink cap.
3. The cow was fast asleep.
4. The new car was red. 

Dictation



Task 5:  

Reading Robot
A quick Reading Test based on the 
Year 1 Phonics Screening Test 

See Phonicsplay website.

- Click on Parents section

- Interactive resources

- Reading Robot

-Phonics Screening test – Real and Pseudo words



Task 6:

Go to the Oxford Owl website 
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/
- Click on Oxford Owl for Home
- Click on Browse ebooks
- All books are free to access but you will need to register first. 
- Choose an e-book to read from the Oxford Owl Website. Click on the age range 5-6 or 6-7 

and select a title. Talk to your child about why they choose that book. Encourage your child to 
make predictions on what the book might be about? 

- Ask questions about what the child has read? 
- In stories, can they recall the main events? Can they discuss the characters and give reasons 

as to why characters behaved the way they did or why events happened, based on what they 
have read? 

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/

