
English Pack 3

Year 3

Date commencing: 18th May 2020



Monday 18th May 2020

KS: I can write the build-up of my mystery story 

I can use suspense

Starter Activity

Adverbs are used to describe verbs to tell us how, where when or why something happened. 
They often end in ly, but not always. For example: slowly, surprisingly, near, far, tomorrow, 
next, sometimes. They can also describe adjectives e.g. The extremely cute cat slept.  

Can you think of two adverbs to describe each verb? You can then use these to help you later on 
in today’s lesson! 

For example: Ben demanded rudely/ urgently 

 He asked __________

 She added _____________

 They answered ___________

 Mum shouted __________________

 John whispered _________________
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Today, we are going to start writing our build-up. We 

are going to be particularly focusing on using suspense

in our writing, as practised in the last learning pack.  

 Each day, we are going to focus on using a couple of different features of suspense, so 

that at the end of Chapter 3, we can try to tick off this success criteria:

I can use suspense in my writing Yes/no

?

Adjectives

Expanded Noun Phrases

Similes

Short sentences

Ellipses (…)

Sense description

Adverbs

Personification

Exciting synonyms for verbs
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Today, we are going to focus on using Adverbs

and Expanded Noun Phrases (ENPS). 

You could think of your own title for this chapter, or use the one from 

the book, “A Strange Event”. The features I have used are coloured 

accordingly to help you. 

 My example:

Out of nowhere, the clock struck four and the mysterious, secretive 

cleaner began to chant “Ooooooo, aaaaahhhh, huuuuuuhh!” loudly and 

slowly. He stamped his feet and raised his hands into the air, right in 

front of the box that surrounded the snake statue. 

“What is he doing?” questioned Hannah, feeling a little worried. 

“I’m not sure, can you see that golden, shining amulet that is hung 

over his neck?” Jamie replied suspiciously. 

Now it’s your turn! ☺

Clouds – just use adjectives, rather than expanded noun phrases if you like!
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 My example:

“Ssssssssssssssss!” A loud, deafening noise came from 

the direction of the box. 

“That sounded like a snake!” remarked Hannah, 

backing away slowly, shaking a little out of 

nervousness. 

The cleaner picked up the vast, bulging box 

suspiciously and walked away as fast as his legs would 

allow him, disappearing into the distance. “He’s taken 

the snake!” Jamie proclaimed noisily.

“That cleaner does work for the museum doesn’t he?” 

Jamie wondered out loud. 

“He must be taking it to clean or repair it Jamie,” said 

Hannah, hesitantly. All of a sudden, Hannah’s phone 

beeped. 

“Come on Jamie, time to go home, the bus is due,” 

she remarked, showing her brother a text from their 

Mum.

Now it’s your turn! ☺

Clouds – just use adjectives, rather than 

expanded noun phrases if you like!

Lesson 1 Slide 4



Tuesday 19th May 2020

KS: I can write the build-up of my mystery story

I can use suspense 

Starter Activity

When you write about a setting or an experience, you need to 

make sure you use lots of description so a reader can picture 

themselves there. Effective descriptions appeal to the senses. 
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Starter Activity 

 See if you can identify the sense description that has been used in the 

following paragraph:

The morning sun shone gently on my skin as I entered Pasir Ris Park. 

Although it was still early, there were already people jogging and 

cycling. A group of old folks was practising Tai-Chi and moving along with 

the slow music. There was a gentle breeze blowing at me as I strolled 

along the dusty tracks. Leaves rustled above me and a lone bird was 

chirping nearby. I licked my ice-cream, it was creamy, delicious. I took a 

deep breath. The aroma of morning dew made me feel relaxed and at 

peace.

Now, you have a go! Perhaps go into your garden, or eat some fruit, and 

list, describe or talk about all of the things you can see, hear, taste, touch 

and smell. 
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In today’s lesson, we are going to 

continue to write our build-up. 

 First, re-read what you wrote last week. You could also read over the story so 

far, if you find that useful. 

 Here is a reminder of our success criteria that will help us 

to use suspense in our writing. Last lesson we focussed on using

Expanded Noun Phrases and adverbs. 

 Today we are going to focus on using sense 

description (as you practised in today’s starter) 

and short sentences. 

I can use suspense in my 

writing
Yes/

no?

Adjectives

Expanded Noun Phrases

Similes

Short sentences

Ellipses (…)

Sense description

Adverbs

Personification

Exciting synonyms for verbs
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Here is my example. The features I have used are 

coloured according to this photo to help you. I have 

also underlined my short sentences.

Hannah and Jamie began their journey to the entrance of the 
museum, taking the shortcut down the old, gloomy staircase. Jamie 
descended down the stairs first, closely followed by his sister. There 
was a cold, eerie feeling that surrounded him and his skin began to 
tingle. The air smelt musty and damp. Jamie shivered. 

The siblings pushed through a large, glass door. BANG! A deafening 
sound caused Jamie to almost jump out of his skin. He stopped still. 
“What was that?” he muttered, sweat beginning to drip own his 
forehead out of fear. 

“I don’t know, but we need to get out of here, quick!” Hannah 
replied, urgently pushing past her brother and running ahead. Jamie 
was just about to follow his sister when he peered back at the door 
and saw a strange shadow appear in the reflection. It was the ghost. 
The Egyptian Queen from the story.

For today’s lesson, just focus on describing on what your 

characters can see and hear! (blue and pink)
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Her bright, piercing eyes stared at Jamie, blankly. She had 

shoulder-length, thick, dark hair and wore a golden headdress 

that shimmered as bright as the sun. The make-up she wore was 

unusual, a deep-black that framed her sad looking eyes. She wore 

an outfit similar to one that Hannah owned, that of the famous 

pharaoh Cleopatra! Salty tears dropped from her eyes like the 

ocean, splashing onto her bright-red lips and onto her jewelled 

necklace. Who was Jamie seeing? Was it really an Egyptian 

queen?
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Jamie gulped. “Hannah, I can see a…g.g.g.GHOST!” he 

shouted at the top of his lungs. 

“Stop messing around Jamie, come on!” she replied, while 

running towards the exit. But just then, Hannah’s eyes 

widened. She stopped still. In front of her, on the reflection 

of this door, flashed the same haunting image her brother 

saw a moment before. 

“AAAAHHHHHHH!”. Hannah’s voice echoed through the 

corridors. She ran at a speed that felt as fast as a cheetah, 

out of the door and onto the bustling, crowded street. The 

siblings stood for a while, panting. Searching for breath. 

What did the queen want?
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Wednesday 20th May 2020

KS: I can write the build-up of my mystery story

I can use suspense 

Starter Activity

Last week, we looked at using more interesting verbs for “said”. Today, we are going to look 

at this again. We are also going to use exciting verbs for other actions in the story. 

Below are two interactive activities to generate some alternate words for said that you may 

wish to write down and use in today’s lesson:

https://wordwall.net/resource/949086/find-synonyms-said

http://resources.hwb.wales.gov.uk/VTC/phase4_20030829/English/K

eystage2/Writing/Verbsandtheirsy/Introduction/MainSessionPart2.ht

m
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 Have a little read over what you wrote yesterday to remind yourself of 
where we are – our characters have just left the museum after seeing 
the ghost! 

 Today, we are going to focus on two more features that are used to 
build suspense:

 Ellipses (…) which are used to build tension, adding a 
pause and leaving the reader waiting to hear what happens 
next.

 Exciting synonyms for verbs (as you practised in the starter 
of this lesson).

In today’s lesson, we are going to continue 

to write our build-up. 

I can use suspense in 

my writing
Ye

s/

no

?

Adjectives

Expanded Noun Phrases

Similes

Short sentences

Ellipses (…)

Sense description

Adverbs

Personification

Exciting synonyms for verbs

Today, you have access to a word mat for various synonyms for verbs. See separate 

attachment titled “synonyms for verbs”.
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We have four slides to work through today, but they are all 

short ☺ Follow my examples for support:

The siblings gazed up and noticed that their bus 

was already at the stop. They rushed on, still 

panting nonstop. “I have no idea what happened 

back there… but right now we need to focus on 

getting home,” Hannah remarked. The bus 

inched slowly through the rush hour traffic. 

Pink – Exciting synonyms for verbs 

Blue - Ellipses
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Jamie stared out of the bus window. All of a sudden, he 

froze… sat just behind him was the cleaner from the 

museum! He wore beige overalls and dark, large 

sunglasses that rested on top of his messy, blonde hair. He 

had his eyes closed, and in his lap he balanced the brown 

box he took from the museum. 

“Hannah, look, it’s the man from the museum!” Jamie 

stated, tugging at his sister’s arm. 

“Shhhh! He will hear you!” whispered Hannah. “It looks 

like he has the snake statue with him too.”
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The siblings slouched into their chair, feeling deflated. They 

didn’t want the cleaner to take the statue, but what could 

they do about the situation? 

Just then, a familiar face appeared next to them – it was the 

Egyptian Queen again! Hannah almost fainted out of fear! 

“Free…the…ssssnake!” she begged urgently. Jamie turned 

around to look at the cleaner again. His eyes darted to the 

box on his lap. This time he noticed something different… 

“There is a tail poking out of the bottom of the box!” he 

exclaimed.
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“All the stories are true, Hannah,” Jamie uttered, 

staring in disbelief. “The snake is real, it is alive!”

“It must be her special day, like the stories said!” 

Hannah responded, eyes glued on the bulging box and 

flickering tail. The ghost was still there, her eyes 

pleading for help from the siblings. But… how?
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You have finished this section of 

the story, well done! 
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Thursday 21st May 2020

KS: I can plan the build-up and problem of my 

mystery story

Starter Activity

Below are a couple of interactive activities about adjectives and 

nouns that you may find useful. 

http://resources.hwb.wales.gov.uk/VTC/ngfl/english/caerphilly/adjectiv

es/index.htm

http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/viewing/L6186/L6186/index.html
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Chapter 3 contains a little more build-up, 

and then the story’s problem is introduced. 

We will begin today’s lesson by reading 

chapter three of The Egyptian Cat Mystery. 
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Discuss with an adult, or think about:

 What have you found out from 

reading this chapter?

 Do we know anything else about the 

suspect? 

 What else do we know about the 

cat?

 How has the author created 

suspense in the build-up/problem?

 What do you think will happen next?

Lesson 4 Slide 7



Important parts in Chapter 3:

 1 – The siblings save the cat and run off the bus

 2 – The suspect remains trapped on the bus

 3 – They take the cat home

 4 – Mum gets home and tells the children she is going out for a while

 5 – The cat explores the bedroom and sees a paperweight containing a 

pyramid. 

 6 – The cats eyes glow and she meows. 
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Planning this section of the story…

 As you did last time, start a new page - this will be your planning page.  Now, 

write this subtitle and then follow the instructions in the speech bubbles, using 

brief notes. 

What is your suspect doing?  

What are they acting like? 

How do your characters feel 

about this?

Saving the statue What is your suspect doing at 

this time?  

How do they free the animal? 

How do they escape the 

transport?
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Describe the journey home 

from the transport. How does 

the animal move? What does 

it look like?

Describe the statue as an animal

Describe the journey home from 

the transport. 

How does the animal move? 

What does it look like?
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What is your suspect doing?  

What are they acting like? 

How do your characters feel 

about this?

Mum’s/Dad’s appearance

Where does the animal hide? 

What do your characters say? 

Where is mum or dad going? 

Who is looking after them?
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Animal notices something

What is your suspect doing?  

What are they acting like? 

How do your characters feel 

about this?

What does the animal see? 

What happens to the them? 

What is in their room to give a 

clue about where they are going?
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Friday 22nd May 2020

KS: I can write the build-up and problem of my 

mystery story

I can use suspense

Starter Activity

Similes 
A simile is a comparison phrase which finds similar characteristics in two 

objects and compares them, always by using the words 'like' or 'as’.

Below is an interactive activity to practice using similes before today’s lesson. 

You could write some down if you think they will be useful in your writing:

http://resources.hwb.wales.gov.uk/VTC/using_similes/eng/Introduction/MainSessionP

art1.htm
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Today, we are going to begin writing Chapter 3 of 

our story, which is the end of the build-up and the 

beginning of the problem. 

 You could think of your own title for this chapter, or use the one from the book, 

“Cat Rescue” or, if you chose another animal, “Snake rescue” etc.

 We are going to use powerful adjectives and similes

today.  
I can use suspense in my 

writing
Yes/

no?

Adjectives

Expanded Noun Phrases

Similes

Short sentences

Ellipses (…)

Sense description

Adverbs

Personification

Exciting synonyms for verbs
Today, you can use all of the similes you came up with in the starter to 

the lesson. Also, see the separate pdf on the blog titled “adjectives”.
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Follow my examples to support you. The features 

I have used are colour coded to help you –

adjectives and similes. 

 The two, anxious children sat and thought in silence for a 

moment. Their bus stop was fast approaching. Jamie 

looked towards the box again and then peered over his 

shoulder… the ghost was gone. “Free…the…ssssnake!” 

her voice still rang in his ears as loud and clear as fog 

horn. The snakes sharp tail poked outside of the rugged

box, as if it was trying to fashion a hole large enough to 

escape. 

Now it’s your turn ☺
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All of a sudden, Jamie could see more of the remarkable

snake slither slowly out of the gaping hole in the box. Its 

body slithered onto the floor like a slimy strand of 

spaghetti and moved towards the children slowly and 

carefully. The bus stopped at the bus stop. Jamie 

whispered to his sister, “Quick, lets go!” 

Now it’s your turn ☺
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Hannah grabbed the mysterious snake and the three 
companions darted down the street as quick as light. 
Hannah glanced behind her as she ran and noticed a 
shadowy figure of a man staring out of the bus doors. But 
it was too late, the bus had continued on with its journey 
and he was trapped inside. 

“What are we going to do now, Jamie?” Hannah declared 
apprehensively. 

Now it’s your turn ☺
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The children arrived on their street. Hannah placed the 
snake down on the floor delicately. The snake’s elongated
body glided down the path, using its powerful muscles to 
move it along. Its gaze was fixed on the two children as its 
dark, forked tongue flitted into the air, tasting the new 
surroundings. The streetlight shone onto the snakes scales, 
highlighting the striking colours that shimmered like a 
disco light. 

“What are we going to do, we cannot let Mum see the 
snake!” questioned Hannah, as they approached their 
front door. 

Now it’s your turn ☺
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