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Activities included in this PowerPoint
Included in this PowerPoint are a selection of activities in the style that we would usually use in school. There are enough 
activities for 1 weeks (5 days) of learning if you wish to use them. All activities can be completed in your child’s exercise book. 
Activities can be completed with or without adult support.  Next week’s Guided Reading will continue on the same theme of 
Harry Potter.

Each activity is based on some of the following reading skills:

•Decode: Give / explain the meaning of words in context.

•Retrieve: Retrieve and record information / identify key details from fiction and non-fiction

•Summarise: Summarise main ideas from more than one paragraph

• Infer: Make inferences from the text / explain and justify inferences with evidence from the text

•Predict: Predict what might happen from details stated and implied

•Meaning: Identify / explain how information /narrative content is related and contributes to meaning as a whole

•Language: Identify / explain how a meaning is enhanced through choice of words and phrases

•Compare: Make comparisons within the text



Activity One (Previously Friday 8.5.20 – If you have already completed this piece of work why 

not read a chapter from a book on Fiction Express using your login) 

This character’s name is Cliff.  Who do you think he is?

Discuss the following questions:

What would you say to him? What might he say to you?

What is Cliff like (his personality, his voice, his behaviour)?

What does Cliff enjoy doing? Does he like to travel? Does he 
have any friends?

Has Cliff changed over time?/How was Cliff created?

What events has Cliff seen?

Why is Cliff a good name for this character?



Activity One
You should now create a character profile 
for Cliff, using the template provided 
named “character profile”. You can print 
this profile if you wish or create your own!

If you wish, you could then create and 
illustrate another character following this 
theme? (e.g. a girl named ‘River’, a lady 
named ‘Willow’…)



Activity Two
Watch Daniel Radcliffe reading the first chapter of Harry 
Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone.

https://www.wizardingworld.com/chapters/reading-the-
boy-who-lived

Or alternatively read it yourself using the pdf on the blog.

https://www.wizardingworld.com/chapters/reading-the-boy-who-lived


Activity Two
What do you think about what you have heard so far? 
We hope you have enjoyed it.

Task 1 is to Write down which character is your favourite 
so far and write a short description of them. Use the 
text to help you, it would be fab if you can use some of 
the vocabulary J.K Rowling used in your descriptions.



Activity Three
Can you remember what happened in the first chapter of 
Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone?

You may need to rewatch the video or have the text in front 
of you to remind you if you have forgotten.

Answer this question and get a clue about the next chapter. 
What is the name of the place you can go to visit exotic 
animals – think lions, tigers, and snakes?



Activity Three
Your next task is only a small.

Albus Dumbledore likes sherbet lemons.

Why do you think Professor McGonagall didn’t think it was 
the moment for eating sweets? Use the text to help you 
answer this question.

Write down your favourite sweet, and try to describe why you 
like it.

Record your answer in your book.

Why don’t you ask the people in your house what their 
favourite sweets are and why too?



Activity Four 
Prediction time! 

This is where you guess what might happen 
later in the book. Here are a few questions to 
prompt you.

•Do you think the Dursley’s will be nice to 
Harry?

•What other astonishing things do you think 
might happen on Privet Drive?

•Do you think Harry will remain at Privet 
Drive?



Activity Four 
Prediction time! 

Record your prediction in your exercise 
book – try to think about the different 
characters in the chapter and what might 
happen to each of them.



Activity Five
Time to be a news reporter.

In 'The Boy Who Lived', we hear on the 
news that there have been sightings of owls 
in the daytime and reports of shooting stars.

Pretend you’re reporting on this story, 
write a short newspaper article in your 
exercise book.



Activity Five
In your newspaper report you might want 
to include these features:

•A heading

•A short opening paragraph explaining who, 
what, when, where and why.

•Interviews with people involved.

•A picture with a caption.

•Information about the main events in 
chronological order.

•Third person and past tense.



If you would like more resources, we would recommend that you continue to access fiction express and 
other suggested websites that contain books and reading activities that were suggested in the last pack. 
We have listed these websites again below for your information. Reading with/to your child is also 
recommended. 

https://en.fictionexpress.com/

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/7-11-years/reading

https://worldbook.kitaboo.com/reader/worldbook/index.html?usertoken=Mjk5MzQ6MTpJUjA5MjAxNjoy
OmNsaWVudDE2OTc6MTY5NzoyMjE2Mjg4OjE6MTU4NDM4MDExMzA2Mjp1cw==

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home

http://oareadathon.ctml2.com/oa_readathonlz//lz.aspx?p1=MMcDU1MDMwMTFTMTcxMToyMUM4MTg4
MTY2Q0FCQkVBODU3NTkzMTNDQTI4MDQ3Mw==-&CC=&p=0

https://en.fictionexpress.com/
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/7-11-years/reading
https://worldbook.kitaboo.com/reader/worldbook/index.html?usertoken=Mjk5MzQ6MTpJUjA5MjAxNjoyOmNsaWVudDE2OTc6MTY5NzoyMjE2Mjg4OjE6MTU4NDM4MDExMzA2Mjp1cw==
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home
http://oareadathon.ctml2.com/oa_readathonlz/lz.aspx?p1=MMcDU1MDMwMTFTMTcxMToyMUM4MTg4MTY2Q0FCQkVBODU3NTkzMTNDQTI4MDQ3Mw==-&CC=&p=0

