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Activities included in this PowerPoint
Included in this PowerPoint are a selection of activities in the style that we would usually use in school. There are 
enough activities for 1 week (5 days) of learning if you wish to use them. All activities can be completed in your child’s 
exercise book. Activities can be completed with or without adult support.  

Each activity is based on some of the following reading skills:

•Decode: Give / explain the meaning of words in context.

•Retrieve: Retrieve and record information / identify key details from fiction and non-fiction

•Summarise: Summarise main ideas from more than one paragraph

•Infer: Make inferences from the text / explain and justify inferences with evidence from the text

•Predict: Predict what might happen from details stated and implied

•Meaning: Identify / explain how information /narrative content is related and contributes to meaning as a whole

•Language: Identify / explain how a meaning is enhanced through choice of words and phrases

•Compare: Make comparisons within the text



Activity One
This week we shall be looking  at chapter two of Harry Potter 
and the Philosopher’s Stone.  If you cannot remember the 
events of this chapter, please use to the following link to hear 
this chapter in full.

https://www.wizardingworld.com/chapters/reading-the-
vanishing-glass

You can also listen to this on Spotify

You can listen to Mrs Alford read chapter 2 (hopefully 
available from Monday)

Or alternatively read it yourself using the pdf on the blog.
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https://www.wizardingworld.com/chapters/reading-the-vanishing-glass


Activity One
In this chapter, we discover more about Harry Potter 
and the Dursleys. In the first paragraph, we find out 
that ten years have passed since the events in the 
first chapter and how there are lots of photos of 
Dudley on display in the living room.

The room held no sign at all that another boy lived 
in the house, too.

We know that Harry lives in the house too.  What do 
you think this line means?

Write your answer in your book.
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Activity One
The room held no sign at all that another boy lived 
in the house, too.

We know that Harry lives in the house too.  What do 
you think this line means?

Possible Answer
There are no photos of Harry on display.  There is 
nothing to show that he lives in the house.
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Activity One
Think carefully about Aunt Petunia and the 
way in which she treats Harry.

1.  Write down what type of person you 
think she is.

2.  How does she treat Harry?

Use the text to help you and write the 
answers in your book.
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Activity Two
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In this lesson, you are going to answer some questions about Chapter 
2.  Remember to look for the answers in the text and write your 
answers in your book.



Activity Two
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In this lesson, you are going to answer some questions about Chapter 
2.  Remember to look for the answers in the text and write your 
answers in your book.



Activity Three
Perhaps it had something to do with living in a dark cupboard, but 
Harry had always been small and skinny for his age. He looked even 
smaller and skinnier than he really was because all he had to wear 
were old clothes of Dudley’s, and Dudley was about four times 
bigger than he was. Harry had a thin face, knobbly knees, black hair, 
and bright green eyes. He wore round glasses held together with a 
lot of Scotch tape because of all the times Dudley had punched him 
on the nose. The only thing Harry liked about his own appearance 
was a very thin scar on his forehead that was shaped like a bolt of 
lightning.

Using the above description,  draw a picture of Harry Potter. 
When you have drawn your picture, find some of the 
adjectives and description that J. K. Rowling used in the 
chapter to label your drawing.  

Challenge:  Can you think of your own description to add to 
your drawing?
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Activity Four 
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Harry has lived with the Dursleys for most of his life.  What is life like 
for Harry?  How does he feel about living with the Dursleys?
The following extracts from Chapter 2 might help, but you can use 
other parts of the text to help.
Write your answer in your book.

But today, nothing was going to go wrong. It was even worth being with 
Dudley and Piers to be spending the day somewhere that wasn’t school, his 
cupboard, or Mrs. Figg’s cabbage-smelling living room.

He’d lived with the Dursleys almost ten years, ten miserable years, as long as 
he could remember…

Harry had dreamed and dreamed of some unknown relation coming to take 
him away, but it had never happened; the Dursleys were his only family. 



Activity Five 
Summarising

In school, we have looked at summarising a 
text. Remember, your summary must be 
brief yet include all the key (main events).

For activity 5, we would like you to 
summarise Chapter 2 in your books. On the 
next slide I’ve listed the key events in the 
chapter to help you, if you can summarise 
the chapter without this then that’s even 
better.
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Activity Five 
We return to the Dursleys’ house ten years later.

The Dursleys do not have any photographs of Harry.

It is Dudley’s birthday.

Aunt Petunia wakes Harry.

We find out that Harry lives in the cupboard under the stairs.

Dudley comes downstairs to open his birthday presents.

Dudley is upset because he only gets 37 presents.

Harry goes to the zoo with the Dursleys because there is no-one to look after 
him.

Harry speaks to the snake in the enclosure

The glass disappears and the snake escapes.
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If you would like more resources, we would recommend that you continue to access fiction express and 
other suggested websites that contain books and reading activities that were suggested in the last pack. 
We have listed these websites again below for your information. Reading with/to your child is also 
recommended. If your child has lost their login details for Fiction Express, please email their class email 
address listed on the blog.

https://en.fictionexpress.com/

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/7-11-years/reading

https://worldbook.kitaboo.com/reader/worldbook/index.html?usertoken=Mjk5MzQ6MTpJUjA5MjAxNjoy
OmNsaWVudDE2OTc6MTY5NzoyMjE2Mjg4OjE6MTU4NDM4MDExMzA2Mjp1cw==

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home

http://oareadathon.ctml2.com/oa_readathonlz//lz.aspx?p1=MMcDU1MDMwMTFTMTcxMToyMUM4MTg4
MTY2Q0FCQkVBODU3NTkzMTNDQTI4MDQ3Mw==-&CC=&p=0

https://en.fictionexpress.com/
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/7-11-years/reading
https://worldbook.kitaboo.com/reader/worldbook/index.html?usertoken=Mjk5MzQ6MTpJUjA5MjAxNjoyOmNsaWVudDE2OTc6MTY5NzoyMjE2Mjg4OjE6MTU4NDM4MDExMzA2Mjp1cw==
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home
http://oareadathon.ctml2.com/oa_readathonlz/lz.aspx?p1=MMcDU1MDMwMTFTMTcxMToyMUM4MTg4MTY2Q0FCQkVBODU3NTkzMTNDQTI4MDQ3Mw==-&CC=&p=0

