
Year 3 Home Learning Pack 3
Topic 

11.5.20 and 18.5.20



Tutankhamun’s 
Tomb

In the following slides you will learn all 
about the discovery of Tutankhamun’s Tomb 
and its contents.

Independent Task 1 – 11.5.20

List the 5 most important items in 
Tutankhamun’s Tomb in your exercise book. 
[1 is the most important] Draw a picture of 
the items and write next to them why you 
think they are the most important items.

Independent Task 2 – 18.5.20

We would like you to imagine that 
Tutankhamun had asked you to design 
his tomb.

• What items would you put in his 
tomb? 

• How many rooms would there be?

• What designs would be on the walls?

Draw the picture of the tomb in your 
exercise book and label its features. 

Your next topic project is all about…



The Ancient Egyptian Kings, (Pharaohs) were buried in a place called the Valley of the Kings. In 1922 most people believed that all the 
tombs had been found, all except Lord Carnarvon, his daughter Lady Evelyn, and the archaeologist Howard Carter. Howard Carter was 
convinced that there was still one tomb to find, that of the boy king Tutankhamun. He had been looking for it for eight years, and Lord 
Carnarvon had been paying for it all. BUT now he had said he would not pay any more, so Howard Carter had to  find the tomb quickly.
There had been some evidence that the tomb was in this area of the valley, as a workman’s hut had been found with scraps of pottery 
showing the crest of the boy king Tutankhamun. They started to dig, and dig and dig, but couldn’t find it.
One little boy, was a water carrier, and his job was to deliver water to the thirsty diggers. But what he wanted to do was dig like his 
father. Every time he begged them to let him dig they sent him away. So feeling very cross, he walked away from the diggers and when 
he was about 100m away he pretended to dig, using a stick. Suddenly he struck something hard. He scraped away the sand and found
the top of a large stone. He then scraped some more and found the edge, then another stone. He had found a stone staircase going
deep into the sand. Frightened  he went to Howard Carter, tugged at his coat tails,  and showed him what he had found. 
Very excitedly all the diggers arrived and they dug out the staircase finding 16 steps in all. At the bottom was a plaster door, with 
various seals, all showing the crest of the boy king Tutankhamun. But in the corner was a large repaired hole. Had robbers been there 
before them. Nervously the broke down the door and found a passageway full of rubble. Slowly, over many hours they dug out the 
rubble, finding lots of little statues as they went. Also they revealed, on the walls, fabulous hieroglyphics showing the funeral of the boy 
king Tutankhamun. Then at the other end of the tunnel they found another, plaster door. But this one was not damaged. Had they 
found an untouched tomb?
The door at the end of the passage was made of plaster and Howard carter picked up a long iron bar and bashed a small hole in the 
door. As he penetrated the door there was a loud hiss as the air inside rushed out. Then taking a lighted candle Carter looked through 
the hole into the actual tomb of the boy king Tutankhamun. Lord Carnarvon, standing behind, was so excited he shouted, “Well what 
can you see?” Carter replied, “Wonderful Things”



Inside this chamber Carter could see lots of sparkling gold objects.  In front of him was a large bed  in the shape of 
a ‘gazelle type creature. All sorts of boxes and other treasures were piled on top and underneath the bed.  
As he looked to the right he saw another bed, in the shape of a leopard, again covered with many other treasures.  
There were also a pair of black statues guarding the end of the chamber. (these were thought to be sculptures of 
Tutankhamun himself)



A third bed, this time in the shape of a lion. Also jammed 
into the corner were three chariots.  
When they then took down the wall they found, behind 
the ‘lion’ bed another room, jammed full of other 
treasures.

At midnight that night, Lord Carnarvon, his daughter Lady 
Evelyn, and the archaeologist Howard Carter all left their 
hotel and returned to the tomb. The guard was given a lot 
of money to let them in and they made their way to this 
wall. They removed the basket and made a small hole and 
crawled into the rest of the tomb. After a bit they crept 
out, covering the hole with the basket and reeds.



Over the next few weeks all the treasure in the Antechamber and Annex was photographed, 
labelled, and removed from the tomb. Only then did they break down the wall between the 
two statues. Inside they found…………



A huge coffin, made of painted and carved wood, that completely filled the small room. It had been made in sections and put 
together in the room. The walls and roof were covered in hieroglyphics and magic spells, both on the outside and inside. At one 
end of the coffin was a set of doors. When they opened the doors to the wooden coffin,  they found a similar wooden coffin in
side. Again with a set of door. When these were opened they found a third coffin. Inside  the third wooden coffin they found a 
large stone sarcophagus. The lid was cracked, But when they got a block and tackle to lift the lid they found inside the sarcophagus,  
the first of the fabulous inner coffins, shaped like the human form of the boy king.



This shows the first of these  inner 
coffins, inside this they found a smaller 
one. And finally inside this they found 
a solid golden coffin.  
So how many is that.  Three wooden 
ones, a stone sarcophagus and three 
body shaped coffins. Seven in all. Then 
inside the last solid gold coffin they 
found the mummy of boy king 
Tutankhamun. But covering his head 
was the most fabulous treasure of 
all…………..



The famous death mask. The actual body of Tutankhamun 
had been mummified. (covered in bandages) these had to 
be expertly unwrapped, and inside the folds of the 
bandages they found loads of small items, like this jewelled 
necklace.



Next to the room containing the coffins was another room, 
guarded by the God Anubis, the jackal.
Notice that his room was also jammed full of stuff.
This cupboard contained the jars that held the ‘organs’ of 
the boy king Tutankhamun. 



This final slide shows Tutankhamun’s throne. On it are pictures of Tutankhamun himself and his wife Queen 
Ankhesenpaaten. Notice that they are sharing one pair of slippers.

So why was the tomb so crowded, and why the 
three large wooden coffins covered in  
hieroglyphics and magic spells.  
Well the tomb was not made for Tutankhamun. 
His tomb would have been much grander, but he 
died before it was built. This tomb was meant for 
one of his ministers. As it was so small they had 
to, not only jamb in a lot of the stuff he would 
need in the after-life, but make lots of things 
smaller. (remember slide 23 with the model 
farmer and animals) To make them life-size, in 
the afterlife, they needed to write very long and 
complicated spells on the walls. But as it was a 
small tomb there weren’t enough walls. So the 
sides and walls of the wooden coffins gave them 
more space to write their spells.


