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Monday 1st June 2020

KS: I can write the build-up and problem of my mystery story

I can use suspense

Starter Activity
Adverbs are used to describe verbs to tell us how, where when or why something happened. They 

often end in ly, but not always. For example: slowly, surprisingly, near, far, tomorrow, next, 

sometimes. They can also describe adjectives e.g. The extremely cute cat slept.  

Add some exciting adverbs to these sentences to make them more interesting. You can use the adverb 

word bank to help you if you need it.

1. The snakes tail whipped ____________ from side to side.

2. Jamie _________ placed the snake on his bed.

3. Hannah rolled her eyes ____________ when mum left the room.

4. They ran _____________ down the path being careful not to trip on the uneven stones.

5. The snakes eyes glowed _____________ in the dim light of the box.
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Today, we are going to be writing some more of 

Chapter 3 of our story, which is the end of the build-

up and the beginning of the problem. 

We are going to use some of the features we have looked at previously when 

writing our mystery stories.

I can use suspense in my writing

Adjectives

Expanded Noun Phrases

Similes

Short sentences

Ellipses (…)

Sense description

Adverbs

Personification

Exciting synonyms for verbs

You can use the adverbs from today’s starter and use 

the word bank uploaded on the blog to help you too.
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Bringing the animal home
Follow my examples to support you. The 

features I have used are colour coded to help 

you.

Animals were not allowed inside their house, but that didn’t bother 

the snake, who swiftly slid inside the room as quick as a flash, 

hissing happily to herself. Her tail rattling with excitement with 

every sharp, investigative slither around the room. After spending 

what seemed like an eternity gliding around the room, the snake 

made itself comfortable beneath the dirty washing that Jamie had 

left in a muddled heap on his bedroom floor. It could not have come 

at a better time as…

Now it’s your turn ☺

I can use suspense in my writing

Adjectives

Expanded Noun Phrases

Similes

Short sentences

Ellipses (…)

Sense description

Adverbs

Personification

Exciting synonyms for verbs
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Mum or dad’s appearance
In came mum, bounding through the door, not bothering to 
knock. “Hello you two, did you have a good day at the 
museum?” she questioned inquisitively. “I’m sorry I can’t stay 
and hear all about it but I’ve got to go out for a while, I’ve 
been called into work, they say it’s an emergency. Mr Bodmin
from next door will keep an eye on you, is that okay?”

Jamie and Hannah looked at each other, with a look they both 
seemingly understood, they sighed a small, liberating sigh of 
relief. “That’s okay mum, we understand, you’ve got to do 
what you’ve got to do, we’ll see you later.” They say said with 
a slight smirk creeping from the corner of their mouths.

Once Mr Bodmin had made himself comfy on the sofa, it 
didn’t take him long until he was snoring loudly and whistling 
from his nose. Hannah and Jamie went back to their room to 
look at the mystical, marvellous snake. “She’s beautiful, her 
scales glisten like stars in a night sky, although I’m not sure 
about that rattle, it sounds menacing, it’s like it is whispering 
to us,” whispered Hannah quietly. The snake woke up, flitting 
its tail from side to side, almost like it was stretching. It slid 
as quick as a flash across the floor, its drawn-out body 
shimmered and flexed as it went. It made its way to Jamie’s 
laptop where it stared strangely at the Egyptian images that 
were loaded from earlier that day prior to the children leaving 
for the museum.

Now it’s your turn ☺

I can use suspense in my writing

Adjectives

Expanded Noun Phrases

Similes

Short sentences

Ellipses (…)

Sense description

Adverbs

Personification

Exciting synonyms for verbs
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Animal notices something

Abruptly she stopped as still as a statue, even her rattle stopped 

momentarily. She stared at a small figure on Jamie’s desk, a 

miniature, aged pharaoh decorated in intricate and elaborate

hieroglyphics. On the base of the figurine, stood a small replica of 

an ancient Egyptian pyramid standing proud and tall. Unexpectedly,

the snake’s tail shone a vivid jade and produced a piercingly loud 

rattle. “Hissssssssssssss!” she screeched, calling the children closer 

to her.

Now it’s your turn ☺

I can use suspense in my writing

Adjectives

Expanded Noun Phrases

Similes

Short sentences

Ellipses (…)

Sense description

Adverbs

Personification

Exciting synonyms for verbs
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Your build-up is complete and we have 

also introduced our problem, well done!

 You should have now completed the success criteria for using suspense in our 

writing. 

 If it is not all complete, don’t worry! It was just a guide to support you! ☺

I can use suspense in my writing Yes/no?

Adjectives

Expanded Noun Phrases

Similes

Short sentences

Ellipses (…)

Sense description

Adverbs

Personification

Exciting synonyms for verbs
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Tuesday 2nd June 2020

KS: I can plan the problem of my mystery story.

Starter Activity

Your starter activity today focuses on two elements of writing good 

sentences, punctuation and adding extra clauses and more information. 

Have a go ☺
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Chapter 4 contains story’s problem and 

resolution.

We will begin today’s lesson by reading 

chapter four of The Egyptian Cat Mystery. 
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Discuss with an adult, or think about:

 What have you found out from 

reading this chapter?

 What is the problem in the story? 

 What else do we know about the cat 

and the ghost?

 How has the author created 

suspense in the problem?

 What do you think will happen next?
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Important parts in Chapter 4:

 1 – The cat transports them to Ancient Egypt.

 2 – They are transported across Ancient Egypt but nobody sees them.

 3 – They enter the palace and see the princess.

 4 – They find a broken amulet that they fix with the missing piece.

 5 – Everybody lifts their heads and become as still as statues.

 6 – The cat transports them home again.
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Planning this section of the story…

 As you did last time, start a new page - this will be your planning page.  Now, 

write this subtitle and then follow the instructions in the speech bubbles, using 

brief notes. 

What is your suspect doing?  

What are they acting like? 

How do your characters feel 

about this?

Transporting to Ancient Egypt
What happens to your object?

How do your characters feel?

What is it like when they arrive?
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Describe the journey home 

from the transport. How does 

the animal move? What does 

it look like?

Travelling across Ancient Egypt

Describe the journey across 

Egypt.

What methods of transport do 

they take?

What do they see on the way?
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What is your suspect doing?  

What are they acting like? 

How do your characters feel 

about this?

Entering the building

Where do they enter?

Who is there?

How do your characters feel?

How does the Egyptian character let 

them know they can see them?
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Broken object

What is your suspect doing?  

What are they acting like? 

How do your characters feel 

about this?

What do they find that needs 

fixing?

What does it look like?

How do they fix it?

What happens when they fix it?
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Coming home

What is your suspect doing?  

What are they acting like? 

How do your characters feel 

about this?

What does the animal do to get 

them home?

What does it look like when they 

are travelling home?

How does the animal show they 

are happy to be home?
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Wednesday 3rd June 2020

KS: I can write problem of my mystery story.

I can use suspense.

Starter Activity

Creating mnemonics

a mnemonic is a way to help us remember tricky spellings, 

e.g. big elephants can always understand small elephants

This sentence helps us spell because.

Create a mnemonic for the words ancient and Egypt

e.g angry naughty cheetahs investigate every naughty tiger.

e.g. everybody got you pretty ties.
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Today, we are going to begin writing Chapter 4 of 

our story, which is the problem and resolution of our 

story. 

We are going to use some of the features we have looked at previously when 

writing our mystery stories.

You could think of your own title for this chapter, or use the one from the book, 

“Another World”

I can use suspense in my writing

Adjectives

Expanded Noun Phrases

Similes

Short sentences

Ellipses (…)

Sense description

Adverbs

Personification

Exciting synonyms for verbs

You can use the adjectives and simile word bank to help 

you.
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Transporting to Ancient Egypt
Follow my examples to support you. The 

features I have used are colour coded to help 

you.

Jamie and Hannah saw the figurine beginning to shake. It began 
with small shivers like it had been left out in the cold but they soon 
grew to great quakes like an earthquake. Jamie and Hannah held 
firmly to the desk as the room shook and shook. They turned white 
with fear and worry and closed their eyes tightly. “What’s 
happening?” shrieked Hannah, “I don’t like this at all!” It was at 
that moment the shaking ceased…

Hannah and Jamie could feel a close warmth against their skin. 
Pearls of sweat formed on their brow. They dared not open their 
eyes until they felt the sharp whip of a tail against their ankles. 
“Wow, where are we?” questioned Jamie.
“I don’t know Jamie but it’s the most beautiful place I’ve ever 
seen.”

Now it’s your turn ☺

I can use suspense in my writing

Adjectives

Expanded Noun Phrases

Similes

Short sentences

Ellipses (…)

Sense description

Adverbs

Personification

Exciting synonyms for verbs
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Travelling through Egypt
The air smelt like toasted spices and filled their noses 
with the sweet aroma of cinnamon. They breathed deeply, 
filling there lungs with the warm, humid air that 
surrounded them. Looking for shade, Hannah exclaimed, 
“Wow, it’s ancient Egypt!” The sand crunched beneath 
their feet, warming the soles of their shoes, it was as if 
they were walking on hot coals. The snake led them 
towards a busy bazaar crowded with bustling people, they 
tried hard to keep their eyes on the snake but the bazaar 
intrigued them, dazzling their senses and drawing them 
in. Beyond the market were the banks of the River Nile, it 
shimmered like the scales of a serpent weaving its way 
between the crowded market and the heat of the 
desolate desert. Hannah and Jamie boarded a small 
fishing boat with the snake and departed up river.  It 
passed fields of emerald green crops, they waved at 
farmers but no one seemed to notice they were there. 
After a while, they reached a small jetty where they 
disembarked the boat. The snake led them to a waiting 
chariot. They held on tightly, feeling the wind whipping 
through their hair as the horses galloped like a speeding 
train through the bleak, lonely desert.

Now it’s your turn ☺

I can use suspense in my writing

Adjectives

Expanded Noun Phrases

Similes

Short sentences

Ellipses (…)

Sense description

Adverbs

Personification

Exciting synonyms for verbs
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Entering the building
The chariot ground to a halt, the screeching brakes pierced the 

silence and the sand plumed behind it in great clouds. Before then 

stood an enormous, regal palace. It was adorned with jewels and 

intricate carvings with messages in hieroglyphics framing every 

window and door. “Hisssssssss!” whispered the snake, guiding 

Hannah and Jamie into the great hall full of talented musicians and 

flexible acrobats. “Look, look!” exclaimed Hannah, pointing to the 

front of the room. There on a golden, jewel encrusted throne sat a 

beautiful woman. She gave them a small wave, not sinister but 

endearing. “She can see us!” Jamie said, his voice cracking 

nervously. “The queen!” gasped Hannah, clasping Jamie’s hand 

tightly. 

Now it’s your turn ☺
I can use suspense in my writing

Adjectives

Expanded Noun Phrases

Similes

Short sentences

Ellipses (…)

Sense description

Adverbs

Personification

Exciting synonyms for verbs
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Thursday 4th June 2020

KS: I can write problem of my mystery story.

I can use suspense.

Starter Activity

What was your object? We are going to think of some adjectives and similes to describe it.

Adjectives – choose the adjectives that match your object and record these in your book, you can 

add your own too.

shiny old new ancient intricate

engraved magical enormous tiny

elaborate plain dusty dull

precious worthless kaleidoscopic archaic

Similes – write two similes to describe your object, use the starters to help.

as small as a_______________________

as colourful as a ______________________

as old as a____________________

as shiny as a ____________________
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Today, we are going continue writing Chapter 4 of 

our story, which is the problem and resolution of our 

story. 

We are going to use some of the features we have looked at previously when 

writing our mystery stories.

I can use suspense in my writing

Adjectives

Expanded Noun Phrases

Similes

Short sentences

Ellipses (…)

Sense description

Adverbs

Personification

Exciting synonyms for verbs

You can use the adjectives and similes from our starter 

to help you describe your object.
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Broken Object
Follow my examples to support you. The 

features I have used are colour coded to 

help you.

Then in front of them, they saw an intricately carved mirror. It 
was decorated with beautiful stones of many colours, turquoise, 
opal and jade. Its long handle was shaped like the tail of a snake 
scripted with hieroglyphics and covered with gold leaf. One 
gleaming stone lay next to the mirror awaiting its placement on 
the handle of the mirror. This is why the snake had brought 
them here. For some reason, the snake had chosen them to 
finish the mirror.

Hannah gazed at the small opal, which was now in the palm of 
her hand. It glowed faintly and was carved with small
inscriptions. “It’s glowing, it must be bewitched,” Hannah 
mumbled. “Let me see,” Jamie snapped, snatching the stone 
from Hannah’s hand. “It belongs in the mirror, doesn’t it?” 
Jamie said placing the stone firmly in place on the mirror’s 
handle. The snake began to hiss loudly…

Now it’s your turn ☺

I can use suspense in my writing

Adjectives

Expanded Noun Phrases

Similes

Short sentences

Ellipses (…)

Sense description

Adverbs

Personification

Exciting synonyms for verbs
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Coming Home

As quick as a flash, they were outside in the 

close, warm heat of the glaring sun in a large, 

crowded courtyard. A loud blast of horns echoed 

around them and suddenly everyone was still. 

The people has risen their heads and they were 

stood like statues or trees in a deserted forest. 

The snake gave a sharp hiss. Everything 

went dark for a moment. The ground shook. A 

wail could be heard. Suddenly, everything was 

shimmering and they could no longer feel the 

warm sand beneath their soles. The air smelt 

damp. Their was a cold chill against their 

spines. They were home again, in their own 

time. The snake was still with them however 

now he was hissing quietly, relieved and 

triumphant.

Now it’s your turn ☺

I can use suspense in my writing

Adjectives

Expanded Noun Phrases

Similes

Short sentences

Ellipses (…)

Sense description

Adverbs

Personification

Exciting synonyms for verbs
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Our problem is complete and we have 

also began our resolution, well done!

 You should have now completed the success criteria for using suspense in our 

writing. 

 If it is not all complete, don’t worry! It was just a guide to support you! ☺

I can use suspense in my writing Yes/no?

Adjectives

Expanded Noun Phrases

Similes

Short sentences

Ellipses (…)

Sense description

Adverbs

Personification

Exciting synonyms for verbs
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Friday 5th June 2020

KS: I can plan the resolution and ending of my 

mystery story.

Starter Activity

Practise these year 3 tricky words – use the look, 

cover, check method.

recent

reign

mention

occasion

peculiar
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Chapter 5 contains story’s resolution and 

ending.

We will begin today’s lesson by reading 

chapter five of The Egyptian Cat Mystery. 
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Discuss with an adult, or think about:

 What have you found out from 

reading this chapter?

 What is the twist in the story we 

weren’t expecting? 

 What else do we know about the cat 

and the ghost?

 How has the author created 

suspense and mystery in the 

resolution?

 Did you like the story? Why/Why 

not?
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Important parts in Chapter 5:

 1 – Woman knocks on the door and gives the children prizes.

 2 – The cat jumps in the basket.

 3 – The children find out that she was the ghost.

 4 – Mum checks the tickets and the children find out for certain who 

the ghost was.
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Planning this section of the story…

 As you did last time, start a new page - this will be your planning page.  Now, 

write this subtitle and then follow the instructions in the speech bubbles, using 

brief notes. 

What is your suspect doing?  

What are they acting like? 

How do your characters feel 

about this?

Character (ghost) arrives When did mum or dad return?

When does the ghost character 

arrive and what prize do they 

bring?

What clues tell us that they are 

the ghost?
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Describe the journey home 

from the transport. How does 

the animal move? What does 

it look like?

Animal returns to ghost

What does the animal climb into?

How does the animal move?

How is the animal linked to 

the ghost?
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What is your suspect doing?  

What are they acting like? 

How do your characters feel 

about this?

Ghost is real

How do they discover the ghost is 

real?

What does the ghost say or do to 

confirm they are right?

What does mum/dad say to show 

they are confused?
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Parent checks prize

What is your suspect doing?  

What are they acting like? 

How do your characters feel 

about this?

How does the parent check the 

prize?

What do they discover?

What might the children do that 

shows that they already knew?
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