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Activities included in this PowerPoint
Included in this PowerPoint are a selection of activities in the style that we would usually use in school. There are 
enough activities for 1 week (5 days) of learning if you wish to use them. All activities can be completed in your child’s 
exercise book. Activities can be completed with or without adult support.  

Each activity is based on some of the following reading skills:

•Decode: Give / explain the meaning of words in context.

•Retrieve: Retrieve and record information / identify key details from fiction and non-fiction

•Summarise: Summarise main ideas from more than one paragraph

•Infer: Make inferences from the text / explain and justify inferences with evidence from the text

•Predict: Predict what might happen from details stated and implied

•Meaning: Identify / explain how information /narrative content is related and contributes to meaning as a whole

•Language: Identify / explain how a meaning is enhanced through choice of words and phrases

•Compare: Make comparisons within the text



Activity One
This week we will be looking at the third chapter of Harry 
Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone. 

Your first activity of the week is to read the third chapter of 
Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone – Letters From No 
One. You can find the chapter on the Year 3 blog.

Or alternatively you can watch Eddie Redmayne reading 
Chapter three on the following link.

https://www.wizardingworld.com/chapters/reading-the-
letters-from-no-one

Or listen to the audio only version on Spotify.
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Activity One
•What did you think of Chapter 3? 

•Did you think this would happen?

•Which was your favourite part? And why?

•What do you think is going to happen next?

Discuss your answers to these questions with 
an adult or alternatively answer these in your 
books. 
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Activity Two
In this chapter we hear all about many, many letters arriving for 
Harry in the post. 

•Turning the envelope over, his hand trembling, Harry saw a purple 
wax seal bearing a coat of arms; a lion, an eagle, a badger, and a 
snake surrounding a large letter H.

•Something came whizzing down the kitchen chimney as he spoke and 
caught him sharply on the back of the head. Next moment, thirty or 
forty letters came pelting out of the fireplace like bullets.

•They had just finished when the owner of the hotel came over to 
their table.
“’Scuse me, but is one of you Mr. H. Potter? Only I got about an 
’undred of these at the front desk.”She held up a letter so they could 
read the green ink address:

Mr. H. Potter
Room 17
Railview Hotel
Cokeworth
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Activity Two
Answer the following questions in your book:

•Why do you think Harry keeps receiving so many letters?

•Why do you think Mr Dursley doesn’t want Harry to read 
them?

•What do you think the letters say?

•How do you feel each of the characters is feeling at the 
end of the chapter?
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Activity Three
J.K. Rowling uses lots of rich vocabulary when describing her 
settings, in her books. For this activity, we would like you to 
draw a picture of the shack on the rock.

When you have drawn your picture, find some of the 
adjectives and description that J. K. Rowling used in the 
chapter to label your drawing.

On the following slide is the section of the chapter that 
describes the shack.
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It was very cold outside the car. Uncle Vernon was pointing at what looked like a large rock way out at sea. Perched on top of the rock was the 
most miserable little shack you could imagine. One thing was certain, there was no television in there. “Storm forecast for tonight!” said Uncle 
Vernon gleefully, clapping his hands together. “And this gentleman’s kindly agreed to lend us his boat!”

A toothless old man came ambling up to them, pointing, with a rather wicked grin, at an old rowboat bobbing in the iron-grey water below 
them. “I’ve already got us some rations,” said Uncle Vernon, “so all aboard!” It was freezing in the boat. Icy sea spray and rain crept down their 
necks and a chilly wind whipped their faces. After what seemed like hours they reached the rock, where Uncle Vernon, slipping and sliding, led 
the way to the broken-down house.

The inside was horrible; it smelled strongly of seaweed, the wind whistled through the gaps in the wooden walls, and the fireplace was damp 
and empty. There were only two rooms. Uncle Vernon’s rations turned out to be a bag of chips each and four bananas. He tried to start a fire 
but the empty chip bags just smoked and shrivelled up. “Could do with some of those letters now, eh?” he said cheerfully. He was in a very 
good mood. Obviously he thought nobody stood a chance of reaching them here in a storm to deliver mail. Harry privately agreed, though the 
thought didn’t cheer him up at all.

As night fell, the promised storm blew up around them. Spray from the high waves splattered the walls of the hut and a fierce wind rattled the 
filthy windows. Aunt Petunia found a few mouldy blankets in the second room and made up a bed for Dudley on the moth-eaten sofa. She and 
Uncle Vernon went off to the lumpy bed next door, and Harry was left to find the softest bit of floor he could and to curl up under the thinnest, 
most ragged blanket.

The storm raged more and more ferociously as the night went on. Harry couldn’t sleep. He shivered and turned over, trying to get comfortable, 
his stomach rumbling with hunger. Dudley’s snores were drowned by the low rolls of thunder that started near midnight. The lighted dial of 
Dudley’s watch, which was dangling over the edge of the sofa on his fat wrist, told Harry he’d be eleven in ten minutes’ time. He lay and 
watched his birthday tick nearer, wondering if the Dursleys would remember at all, wondering where the letter writer was now.
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Activity Four 
BOOM.

The whole shack shivered and Harry sat bolt upright, staring at 
the door. Someone was outside, knocking to come in.

Chapter 3 ends with someone knocking to come in to the 
remote shack at sea.

Draw a picture of the person you think is waiting outside and 
write a short character description of this character.
Your character description should include:

•Their name

•What they look like (height, size, outfit, distinguishing features)

•Where they came from
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Activity Four 
Now you have drawn your character. In a few short sentences 
explain why they are there and why do they want to come in. 
Try to use what you have read so far in the story to support 
your answer.

My character is called_________. They are knocking on the 
door of the remote shack because_______________. They 
want to come in because__________________________
______________________________________________.
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Activity Five
We would like you to imagine that each chapter in the 
book had a front cover. We would like you to think about 
the events of Chapter 3 and design your own front cover 
for this chapter. You can do this in your book or on 
another piece of paper if you want to.

You might want to think about including:

•The main characters

•The settings

•Items or objects mentioned – the letters, the bowl of 
greyish uniform, the boat, Dudley’s watch…

•The chapter title
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If you would like more resources, we would recommend that you continue to access fiction express and 
other suggested websites that contain books and reading activities that were suggested in the last pack. 
We have listed these websites again below for your information. Reading with/to your child is also 
recommended. If your child has lost their login details for Fiction Express, please email their class email 
address listed on the blog.

https://en.fictionexpress.com/

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/7-11-years/reading

https://worldbook.kitaboo.com/reader/worldbook/index.html?usertoken=Mjk5MzQ6MTpJUjA5MjAxNjoy
OmNsaWVudDE2OTc6MTY5NzoyMjE2Mjg4OjE6MTU4NDM4MDExMzA2Mjp1cw==

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home

http://oareadathon.ctml2.com/oa_readathonlz//lz.aspx?p1=MMcDU1MDMwMTFTMTcxMToyMUM4MTg4
MTY2Q0FCQkVBODU3NTkzMTNDQTI4MDQ3Mw==-&CC=&p=0

https://en.fictionexpress.com/
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/7-11-years/reading
https://worldbook.kitaboo.com/reader/worldbook/index.html?usertoken=Mjk5MzQ6MTpJUjA5MjAxNjoyOmNsaWVudDE2OTc6MTY5NzoyMjE2Mjg4OjE6MTU4NDM4MDExMzA2Mjp1cw==
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home
http://oareadathon.ctml2.com/oa_readathonlz/lz.aspx?p1=MMcDU1MDMwMTFTMTcxMToyMUM4MTg4MTY2Q0FCQkVBODU3NTkzMTNDQTI4MDQ3Mw==-&CC=&p=0

