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5 daily English tasks



Day 1 

As it has been so long since we last looked at the Butterfly 
Lion, I think we need to revisit parts of the book! 

Please read chapter 1 of the “Butterfly Lion”.

Why not listen along as you read the chapter on the following 
pages? Click the link below to access the audio.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RYCTt0SHnYc&t=40s

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RYCTt0SHnYc&t=40s


Top tip:

If you read any 

words you don’t 

understand, please 

ask someone, or 

research online 

what it means!



Challenge: 

What does 

the 

highlighted 

phrase mean?





Day 1

Task
Answer the questions about the first chapter and record this 
into your books. Don’t forget to look back through the text to 
help with your answers.

1. How old is the boy when he decides to run away from boarding school?

2. Give two reasons why the boy may be miserable at boarding school. 

3. On page 9, why do you think the boy “turned up the collar of my raincoat 

so that no one could catch a glimpse of my uniform?” 

Challenge

How do you think life in a boarding school 

compares to life in other schools?





Day 2

Please read chapter 2 of the “Butterfly Lion”.

Why not listen along as you read the chapter on the following 
pages? Click the link below to access the audio.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iullOE9rGVI

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iullOE9rGVI


Top tip:

If you read any 

words you don’t 

understand, please 

ask someone, or 

research online 

what it means!

Challenge: 

What do the 

highlighted 

words mean?









Day 2

Task
Answer the questions about the second chapter and record this into 
your books. Don’t forget to look back through the text to help with 
your answers.

1. Record 3 things the boy notices about the old lady when he first meets her. 

2. How does the old lady describe her dog, Jack, so she doesn’t worry the boy?

3.  Why does the old lady’s house look as if it has ‘grown out of the ground’?

Challenge

Inference: How do you think the boy is feeling as he sits in Millie’s 

kitchen? Find evidence from the text to support your answer.





Day 3

Today, we will be focusing on an interesting setting from chapter 
3. First of all, read pages 20-24.

As you read, focus your attention on the “watering hole”. 

What else do you think you would be able to see?
What sounds could you hear?

Using this, we can generate ideas to create a setting description.







Top tip:

Focus less on the animals…

- What else could you see, hear, 

smell or feel? 

- What time of day might it be?

- What is the temperature like? 



What could we 
describe at the 
watering hole? 

Ideas to focus on:

• Clouds
• Sun  
• Water
• Dry earth

• What can you 
hear? 

• Feelings? Think 
temperature? 



Sunlight reflected off surface of the 

water
Cool, calm water

Cloudless sky

Task: 

• Plan out your setting description by 

creating your own mind map into your 

book. Around the edge, add nouns (things) 

that you would describe into the boxes.

• Include adjectives to describe each noun 

(see my examples).

• See next page for some more support

Sound? 

_______________________

Sight?

___________________

____________________

____________________

_______________________

____________________

____________________



Ground 

Dry  / Scorched

Trees

Bare / lifeless 

/ gnarled 

Sounds 

Birds / animals 

roaring

temperature

Humid / boiling

Vocabulary ideas…





Day 4

Look back at your plan for your setting description (the mind 
map you did yesterday).

Today, you will be writing a paragraph to describe your watering 
hole!

On the next page, you can see an example I wrote to help! But 
please, don’t just copy it 



Day 4 – Mr P’s example

From the safety of our compound, I gazed out towards the 

watering hole. Scorching rays of sunlight reflected off the 

surface of the water. Slowly, a single rhino approached the cool, 

clear water. I could hear a flock of birds tweeting nearby. Along 

one side stood a number of bare and lifeless trees. I felt a bead 

of sweat trickle down my forehead. Carefully, I leapt out of the 

tree and pressed my head against the perimeter fence. 

If it helps, use my first 

sentence to help get started! 



Day 4

Task:
Write a paragraph into your books to describe 
the watering hole.

Make sure you include:
• What can you see? 
• What can you hear? 
• Powerful adjectives to make 

your writing more interesting.
• Don’t forget to use your plan!

Sentence openers:

In the distance, ____

All around me were ____

Up ahead, ____

I could see ____

I could hear ____

CHALLENGE:

1. Use a powerful simile

2. Start with the word “Although”





Day 5

Today, we will be focusing on using empathy to try and 
understand how Bertie may be feeling. 

First of all, read pages 25-28.

As we read, think about what might be happening, and how it 
might be making him feel. 



What does this tell us 

about how Bertie might 

be feeling? 



Challenge: 

Can you find any reasons 

why Bertie might not 

want to leave the safety 

of the compound? 





Day 5

Task:

Based on what we have read so far, do you think Bertie wanted 
to leave the compound? 

Moons 

In your books, complete a table to show 
reasons why Bertie:
- SHOULD leave the compound (3 reasons)
- SHOULDN’T leave the compound (3 reasons)

See example layout on the next page.

Clouds  
Write a few sentences to answer 
the question: 

Should Bertie leave the compound? 

Explain why.

I think Bertie shouldn’t leave 

because ________



Reasons to leave Reasons to stay

Challenge 

Write a letter to Bertie to convince him 

on whether he should stay or leave the 

compound.



Now it’s time to enjoy the weekend! 

We are so proud of all of the hard work you 
are putting in at home. We are looking 
forward to seeing some of your work.

Keep working hard. We believe in you!


